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THE BENEFIT OF 
CONTENTATION, 


1, TivzoTyH. 6.6. m, 


Godlineſſe 1s great gaine, if a man be content with that be 
bath, 


2A Fcaute whe bhp 11, we know 
JO JA nct wherth et al preach againe; - 
my care 15, t£ ache tand proper 
texts, to ipeake that which 1 would 
ſpeake, and that which is n eccilary 
for you to heare, Therefore, thin 
king with my felfe what doctrine 
_<S were fitte(i for you, ] ſought fo IC a 
Text which; ſpeakes agai: it couec- 
trouſneſle, which 1 may call the Londoner 5 finne. Although Pe | 
God hath giuen you more then other, which thould turne } 
couctouſnes into thankfulnes: yet as the Iuy groweth wit! 
the Oake, ſo couetoulnefle hath growne with riches: euery 
man wiſheth the Philoſophers tone, & who is within thele 
valles thatthinks he hath cnough,though there be ſo many 
n at havetoo much? Asthe Hraclites murmured as much ; 
vhen they had Mama, as when they were without it, fo Nun.11 4 
they which baue riches couet as much as they which arc 
without them: that conferring your mindsand your wealth 
together, I may truly ſay, this Cie is rich, it it were nat 
couctous, This is the duel which bewitcheth you,ro thinke 
that you hauc not enough, when you hane more then you 
need, If you cannot chute but cover riches, I will ſhew you 
riches which you may couet, Godlimeſſe is great riches, In 
which words, as Jacob craucd of his Wiues ; and | lus Seruants Ger,35,4. 
A 2 9 
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to giue him their 1do!s, that he might bury them , ſo Pau/ 
craueth your couctouſneſſe ; that he might bury it, and that 
ye might be no loſers,he offereth you the vantage,in feed of 
” gaine, be propoſeth great gaine. Godlmeſſe is great game: as 
it he ſhould ſay, will you cover little gaine betore great? you 
- have fourd little joy 1n money.you ſhall find great ioy in the 
holy Ghoſt: you haue found little pcace in the world , you 
ſhall find great peace in conſcience. Thus ſecing the world 
> ſtrive tor the world, like beggers thrulting at a Gole,] awyer 
again{t Lawyer, brother againſt brother, n-ighbovr agaruſt 
r.Reg.21.4, Deighbour,for the golden Apple,thar poore Nabs:h carnot 
hold kis owne, becauſe ſo many Achabs ate {ck tor Þis vine- 


that will make a ſhilling leeme as great as a pound, a cottage 

leeme as faire asa Pallace, and a plough leenic as goodly as 

a Diadem,that he which hath but twenty pounds, ſha!l be as 

metry as he which bath an hundred, and he which bath an 
hundred,ſhall be 25 iocond as he which hath a thouſand,and 

he which hath a thouland, ſha!lbe as well contented, as he 
Dan.1,12: which hatha million : eucn as Damel did thrive with water 
and pulſe, as well as the reſt d1d with their Wins and innc- 

kets, This is the vertue and operation ot theſe words : if you 

heare them with the ſan.c ſpirit that Par wrote themgthey 

| will ſo we: ke ypon your hearts,that vou ſhal go away euery 
Luke.rg.3, man co:tented with that which he hath; hke Zachers, 

which defore he had ſeene Chiiſt, Fnew nothing but ro 

ſcrape, but 25 toone as he had heard Chriſt, a!l his mind was 

ſer vpon giuing : this was not the fiſt day that Zacher ſee- 

med rich to others, but this was the firſt day that Z acheus 

ſcemcd rich vnto hin-ſcife when riches ſeemed duvg, and 

__ Lod!inefſe ſeemed riches, Chriſt doth not will others to giue 

- #/ 91.19.21 1] their goods away to the pore, as he bad the young man, 
to {ce what he would dogbut he which forbad him to keepe 

his riches, forbiddet!: vs to loue riches, and makes our ri- 

ches lceme poucrty, When ye contemnetiches,ye ſhal ſecme 

: rich 


"I a 
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rich,becauſe no tan hath enough, but he which is conten- 
ted, but if ye couet, and grone,and thirſt: as [acob gaue Ru- 
ben a bleſſing, but ſaid,thou ſhalt not be excellent lo God may 
giue you riches, but he ſaith, you ſhall not be ſatisfied. For ye 
will be couetous vntill ye be religious.He that wil haue con- 
tentation, muſt leaue his conerouſnefle in pawnefor it. This 
is the ſpirit which we ſhould caft out:if ye will leaue but this 
one finne behind, you ſhall depart out of this Church like 
Naamans out of Tordan, as if you had bene waſhed, and all 

our (ins ſwept away like the ſcales from Pals eyes. For 
what hath brought vſury,and fimony,and bribery,and cru- 
elty,and ſubtiley,and enuy,and trife,and deceit into this Ci- 
tie, and made euery houſe an Inne, and cuery ſhop a marker 
of othes,and lies,and fraud, but the ſuperfluous loue of mo- 
ney? Name couetouſnes,and thou haft named the mother of 
all theſe miſchiefes: other (ins are but hirelings vnto this fin, 
vſury,and bribery,and ſimony,andextortion,and deceit,and 
lies, and oathes, are fators to couetouſneſle , and ſeruc for 
Portersto fetch and bring her lining in, As the receiuer 
makes atheefe, ſo couctonſnes makes an vſurer,an extortio- 
ner,and deceiuer , becauſe ſhe receiueth the booty which 
they fleale, Euen as Rachel cried to her husband , Gine me 
children or elſe I die, ſo couctouſnes crieth vnto vſury , and 
bribery,and ſimony,and cruelty, and deceit,and lies, Gwe me 
richesor elſe I dy .How they may ſaue a little, & how they may 
get much, and how they may prolong lite , is every mans 
dreame from ſunne to ſunne, ſo long as they haue a hain to 


Gen. 49. 4+ 


2.King.5.14 
Aft,g.1d. 


Gen.zo.1, 


Rom." 1. 


bow vnto Baal: ſo many vices bud out of this one, that it is 1,714.6,10 


called, The roote of allenill , as it we would ſay,the ſpawne 
of all finne, Take away couctouſneſſe , and he will ſell his 
wares as cheepe as hee the will bring vp his children as yer- 
tuouſly as hee: he will refuſe bribes as earnefily as hee: he 
willſuccour the poore as heartily as hee ; he will come 10 


the Church as lightly as he, If ye could feele the pulſe of c- :.King.5.i7 
uery heart; what makes Gehpzi take the bribe which E/i- 4.19.4. 


ſha refuſed, what makes Demetrius to ſpeake for images, 
which Paulcondemned, what makes Nabal denie D antd 
A 3 that 


IS27,5, 
Lo, 
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Ex2d.54þ. 


UReg. 7. 2, 


Pro.9. 12 


that which Abigail gaue him? what makes. /udas grudge 
theoyle which CAfarie tendered ? nothing but Couctouf- 
nefſe, When thou ſhouldelt giue, the faith, it is too much: 
when thou ſhouldeſt recciue, the faith, it is too little : when 
thou ſhouldeſi remir, ſhe ſaith, ic is too great : when thou 
ſhouldeſt repent, ſhe ſaith, it is roo ſoone : when thou ſhoul. 
deft heare, ſhe ſaith, it is too farre, like Pharao which found 
one bulineſſe or other to occupie the Iewes when they 
ſhould ſerue God. 

Thus every labour hath an end , but couetouſneſſe hath 
none; like a ſuirer in law, which thinks to haue an end this 
terme, and that terme, and the Lawyer which ſhould pro- 
cure his peace, prolongeth his frife, becauſe he hath an aQti- 
on to his purſe,as his adyerfary hath to his land:\o he which 
is ſet on coucting doth drinke brine which makes him thirſt 
more, & ſeeth no haven till he arriue at death; when he hath 
lied,he is ready to lic againe : when he hath ſworne , he is 
ready to ſweare againe: when he hath deceiued, he isreacy 
to decejue againe: when the day is paſt, hee would it were 
to beginne againe :. when the terme is ended, he wiſheth ic 
were-to come againe; and though his houſe befull, and his 
ſhop full,and his coffers full, and his purle full: yet his heart 
1s not full, but lanke and empty , like the diſeaſe which we 
call the wolfe,that is alwaics cating, and yet keepes the bo- 
dicleane. The Ant doth eate the toode which ſhe findeth, 
the Lion doth refrcſh himſelfe with.the prey that he taketh: 
but the eouetous man lyeth by his money as a ſicke man fits 
by his meate, & hath no power to tafle it, but to looke vpon 
it ; like the Prince to whom Eliſha ſaid , that he ſhould ſee 
the (orne with hit eyes, but none ſhould come within his month, 
Thus the couetous man makes a foole of himſelte. He couc- 
teth to covet: he gathereth to-gather:he laboureth to labor: 
he careth to care : as though lus office were , to fill a coffer 
full cfanyels,& then to die ke an Afle, which carrieth trea- 
ſures on his backe all day, and at night they are taken from 
him, which did him no good bur loade him. How happie 
were ſome, if they knew not gold from lcad ? If rhow be 


wiſe 
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wiſe ( ſaith Salowon) thon/halt be wiſe for thy ſelfe : But he 
which is couerous, is couetous againſt himſelte. For what a 
plague is this (vnleſſe one would kill himſelfe ) for a manto 
ſpend all his life in carking, and pining, and (craping, ( as 
though he ſhould doe nothing bur gather in this world , to 
park inthe next) valeſſe he be ſure that he ſhould come 
againe when he is dead , toeate thoſe ſcraps which he hath 

otten with all his flirre ? Therefore coucrouſnes may well 
be called Miſery, and the couctous Milerable , for they are 

ferable indeed. 

Of them which ſceme to be wiſe, there be no ſuch fooles 

in the world, as they which loue money better then them- 
ſelues:but this is the iudgemenr of God,that they which de» 
ceiue others, deceive themſelucs, and liue like Caine which Gt9-4-14- 
was a vagabond vpon his owne land, ſo they are beggers in 
the middeſt of their wealth ; for though they haue vnder- 
fanding to know riches, and a mind to ſeeke them, and wit 
to find them, and policy to keepe them, and life to poſleſſe 
them ; yet they haue ſuch a falſe fight and bleere eye , that 
when their riches lie before them they haue pouerty , and 
he which hath not halfe ſo much ſeemes richer then they: 
Will you know how this comes to pafle ? To ſhew that the : 
couetons men belong to hell,they are all like hell while they 
live. Hellis neuer filled, and they are neuer ſatisfied, but as 
the Horle-leach crieth,giue,giue,ſo their hearts crie, bring, 
bring : and though the temprer ſhould ſay to him, as he faid 
to Chriſt, All theſe [ will gine thee, yerall wil not contet them ne 
no more then heauen contented him, Bur as the gluttonin © 
hell defired a drop of water, and yet a river would not fa- ,,;,6.:4, 
"tisfie him : for if a drop had bin granted him,he would have 
defired a drop more, and a drop to that : ſo they will lie and E 
ſweare and deceiue for a drop of riches. The diuell needs not 
offer them all,as he did to Chriſt, for they will ſerue him for 
lefſe,bur if he could giue the all,all would not content them, 
no more then the world contented Alexander. For it is a- 
gainft the name and nature of couctouſnes to be content, as 
i is again(l the name & nature of Contentation to be couc- 
A 4 tous, 


Pre.30.15. 
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Gen,s.15. 


1.Pct.5.8, 


Pro.1.13, 


Mat. 6. 
24. 
| Inde +7 + 


1.lob,2.15. 


Erhe/.5.5. 


tous, Therefore one ſaith, that no mans heart.is like the co. 
vetous mans heart, for his heart is without a bottome, 

A Prentiſe is bound but for nine yeares,and then he is free, 
but if the couetous men might live longer then Aerhwſbe- 
lah,yerthey would neuer be freemen, bur Prentiſes to the 
world, while they haue a foote out of the graue. 

It is a wonder to ſee: as the diuell compaſleth abour, {ce- 
king whom he may deuoure, ſo men compaſle about, ſee. 
king what they may deuoure,ſuch loue 1s betweene men & 
money,that they which profefle good wil vato it with their 
hearts, will not take ſo much paines for their life, as they take 
for gaine, Therefore no maruell, if _ haue no "a fi to 
ſanRifie themſelues, which have no leiſure to refreſh them. 
ſclues, Chriſt knew what he ſpake when he ſaid : No man 
can ſerue twomaſtert (meaning God,and the world)becaulſe 
each would haue all.As the Angell and ulfe Diuell firouc for 
the body of Aoſes, not who ſhould haue a part , but who 
thould have the whole : ſo they firiue til for our ſoules, who 
ſhall have all, Therefore the Apoſile faith, T he lowe of thi 
world is enmity to God. Signifying ſuch emulation betweene 
theſe two, that God cannot Side the world ſhould hauc a 
part, and the world cannot abide that God ſhould haue a 
part. Therefore the loue of the world muſt needs be enmity 
to God,and therefore the loucrs of the world muſt necds be 
enemics to God : and ſo no couetous man is Geds ſeruant, 
but Gods enemy. For this cauſe couetoulneſle is calicdIdo- 
latry, which is the moſtcontrary (inne to God, becaule, as 
treaſon ſets yp another king in the kings place, ſo 1dolatric 


| fers vp another god in Gods place, 


This word doth {Gignifte that the couetous make ſo much 
of money, that they cue worſhip it in their hearts, & would 
doe as much for it as the Idolatcrs doe for their Idols. Pal 
ſecing ſuch ſins committed,and ſuch paines taken for gainc: 
thought with birmſelfc,if chey could be perlwaded,that god- 
lmes us gaine, it is like that they would take as much paines 
for godlinefle as hos take for Gaine, Therfore he taketh 


ypon him to proue this ſtrange Paradoxc, that godlineſic 
18 
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is gaine-againſt all them in the verſe before, which hold,thar 
gaine is godlinefle, Theſe two opinions are very contrary, 
and here are many againſt one, A man would thinke thar 
P aul ſhonld be very eloquent and fharpe witted; and that 
he had necd to vie ſome Logicke, for he hath choſen a hard 
text, What, Pawl,will you proue that Gedlines is gaine? You 
ſhall haue moe opponents againſt you then Aſichaiah had 
when he forbad Achabto fight. If you had taken the former 
verſc,which ſaith that gam is god/mes,then you ſhould haue 
had matter andexamples enow, the Merchant and Mercer, 
and Lawyer,and Landlord,and Patron,and all would come 
in and ſpeake for gaine, as the Epheſians cried for Diana: 44 19. 
but if you will be croſle to all, and preach, godlines 15 gaine Fw 
to them which count gaine godlines,men wall thinke of you pI 
as Feftus did, that you ſpeake you know not what, Theſe ©*** ©0154 
lefſons are for Paw himſelfe, as Chriſt faith, A// doe not re- gu, 
ceine this word, fo all doe not count this gaine, butlofle : we 144. 2.18, 
count him rich which hath his barnes full like the churle, his Luk 16. 14. 
coffers full like the glutton, his table full like Beltaſar,his 24%5.r- 
Rable full like Salomon, bis grounds full like /ob, his purſe CS * 
full like Creſs. You ſpeake againlt your maſter, for Chriſt ,j, - 
ſent word vnto [ehn, that the poore receiue the Golpell, as rxk.7.22. 
though the godly were of the poorer ſort:and Daxid calleth oY 
the wicked rich,they proſper and florih,laith hee, their ſeede = T33e 
blaſteth not, their cow caſtethnot, as if he ſhould ſay, Ic is 
not 2s you take it, Pawd, that yodlines doth make men rich, 
For this I haue obſerued in my time, that the wicked be the 7, 16.11, 
wealthieſt: and good Laz.1rws is the poore man, and wicked 20, 
Dimes is the rich man. Againe, wee reade that the officers 799n.7-48. 
were asked, which of the Pharifies, or of the Rulers did fol- 
low Chrift, yet theſe were counted rich men, though they 
had no godlines : and if you ſhouldexamine your ſelfe, it 
lcemes you were no rich man, tor all your godlinefle, when 
vou did worke with hands for your ltuing ; therefore if god- 1.7he\; x 5 
ineflebe ſuch gaine, how happeneth ir,that your ſhare 1s no | 
vetrer ? fothey which are like Nicedewas (when Chrifl faith 
:hat they mult be borne againe) thiake that he can have no 
other 


1.Reg.22,17 


Jobn, 3-44 


Ions. s6, 
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other meaning, but that they muſt returne into their mo.. 
thers wombe; and when he calles himfelfe bread, that he 
muſt needs meane ſuch bread as they dine with. As the 
lewes,hearing the Prophets ſpeake fo often of Ghrifts king- 
dome,and call him a King,looked for a temporal Kingthar 


Mat.20.29 ſhould bring them peace,and ioy,and glory,and make thein 


lobn.4 3. 


Abat 1.5. 
P/al.14.2, 
C5332, 


P/al.4.6: 


like Kings themſclues: ſo the carnall eares, when they heare 

of a kingdome,and treaſures,and riches, ftraite their minds 

runne ypon earthly, and worldly , and tranſitory things, 

ſuch as they loue, to whom Paul anſwereth as Chriſt an. 

{wered his Diſciples, Thane another meat which you know not 

of : lo there are other riches which you know not of : 1 ſaid nor 

that godlines is carthly,or worldly, or tranſitory yaine, bur 

great game, 

He will not onely proue godlineſſe to be gaine, but great 

$4ine : as if he ſhould ſay, more gainefull then your wares, 

and rents,and fines, and intereſt: as though he would make 

the Lawyer and Merchant,and Mercer,and Draper,and Pa- 

tron, and Landlord, and all the men of riches beleeue, that 

godlines will makethem rich ſooner then couetouſnes, I 

teare this ſaying may be renewed, [f «914» tell you, ye will not 

beleexe it, ec, As the Lord looked downe vpen the carth,to 
ſee if any did regard him,& laid, There & not one: {o this ſen- 
tence may goe from court to Citie, from City to Countrey, 
and ſay,there is ſcarce one in a towne that will ſubſcribe yn- 
to it, Aany(faid Dawd)ake,who will [bew vs ary good?mea- 

ning riches, and honour,and pleaſure, which are not good, 
But when he came to godnes it ſelfe, he leaues out Aſary, 
and prayeth in his owne perſon, Lord lift thou vp the light of 
thy conntenance po v8,25 if none would ioyne with hiza.7ee 


Mat.l1.19 wiſedome is inflified by her owne children,and the godly count 


INTTARS: 


godlines g aine. To make vs louc godlines, he calleth it by the 
name of that we loue moſt: that is, game. As the Father 
calleth his Son which he would loue more than thereſt, by 
his owne owne,to put him in wind of ſuch a louc as be bea- 
reth to himlelfe, Here we may ſee that God doth not com- 
mand men tobe godly only,becauſeit makes tor his glory, 

ut 


The Benefit of Content ation, 711 


but becauſe godlines is profitable to vs. For godlines is not 

called gaine, in reſpec of God, butin reſpect of vs: ir is 

gaine to VS, but it is duty to him, So it is called a health in Pro.z.8. 

reſpet of vs, becauſe it is the health of our ſovles : ſoit is 

not called a kygdeme in rc{pect of God, but in reſpeR of vs 

becauſe we are intituled to the kingdome by this difference 

from the reprebates, Put all the good things in the world 

trogether,and the _m fle of all is found in godlineſſe,and 

therefore godlineſſe is called by the names of thoſe things 

that men count beſt,to ſhew,tþat the godly are as well, as 

m.erty,as content with their loue towards God, and Gods 

loue towards them, as other are with health and wealth,and 

pleaſures, Therefore it is ſaid of the godly, The feare of the £/4-39.36.' 

Lord #s his treaſsre. Therefore { faith leremie) The Lord ts a is 

my portion, as though he defired nothing elſe, and therefore 

itis ſaid of Moſes, T hat he efteemed the rebuke of Chriſt grea- Htb.at. 26 

ter riches then all the treaſwres of Egypt. It crofles be riches, 

as Meſes thought, what riches are in godlineſſe ? But is this 

all the harue(i? ſhall godlinefle be all the godly mans ri- 

ches? Nay(ſaith Pan )Godlmeſſe hath the promiſes of this life, ; ri 40. 

and of the life to come, that is, the godly ſhall do well in hea- 

uen and here to, And therefore Chriti ſaith, Firſt ſeeke the 

hingdome of God, axd all thereſt ſhall be caſt vypon you; enen 

as the ſheaues fell before Rath , ſo riches ſhall fall in your 24.2.1 6, 

way,as they did to Abraham,and Lot, and /aceb, and [ob, 

and /oſeph,riches were cafll tothem they knew not how; bur 

as if God had ſaid, Berich,and they were rich itraite, For all 

good things were created for the good, and therefore they 

are called good. Becaule the good God created them for 

good men to good purpoſe; therefore as Jacob got the bleſ- Gen.27.8,! 

hng,fo be got the inheritance alſo:to ſhew,that as the faith- 

full hawe the inward bleſſing, ſo they haue the outward blel- 

ſings to,whe they are good for them. For(ſaith Dawid)T hey pſ:1.34.10, 

which ſecke the Lord ſhal want nothing that 1s good.Now God 

knoweth better then we what js good tor vs, asthe nurſe 

knoweth better then the child when the mi!k is readie for it, 

Therefore Chritt faith, Toxr heauerly Fitter kroweth what Math 6.32, 
JA 


Maths 3-3 


Math.6.;} 
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you hauz need: of: he faith not, that we kwow what we hane 
need of ,ouc that our father knoweth: 2s if he ſhould ſay, when 
you haue need of health, your Father will ſend you health: 
when you haue ned of riches, your father will ſend you 
riches; when you hauznzed of lidercy , your Father will 
ſend you liberty : for he ſaith not only, that his father know. 
Mat.7.11. ethwhat we haue nzede of, but that he will gius vs the thinges 
| which w: needs, Therefore as children take no care for their 
apparrell,what cloathes they ſhall weare,nor for their victu- 
als,what meat they ſhall eate, but leaue this care for their 
es ap Father, ſv faith Carilt, Taks you no care, for my Father c4. 
34.10 

& 23.5, 7th for you. 

He was not content to call G od/meſſe game, but he calleth 
it great gaine,as if he would ſay,Gaine,and more then G aine: 
riches,and better then riches : a kingdome,and greater then 
a kingdome, As when the Prophets would diſtinguiſh be- 
tweene the Idol gods and the living God , they call him 
the great God : ſo the gaine of godlines is called great gaine, 
Mark. 4.7, The riches of the worldare called carthly,tranſuory, ſnares, 
x.,Tim.6 9, thornes,dung,as though they were not worthy to be coun. 
Phil.z.9. ted riches : and therefore,to draw the earneft lone of men 

from them,the holy Ghoſt brings them in with theſe names 

: of diſdaine, to diſgrace them with their louers: but when he 

comes to godlines, which is the riches of the ſoule, he cal- 
P/0.2.4.9. leth it great riches, heauenly riches ,vnſearchable riches, c- 
Pre.4.9. & uecrlafting riches, with allthe nam?s of honour , and all the 
13" , ,, names of pleaſure,8 all the names of happines. As a woman 
= * *** trims and decks her ſelfe withan hundred ornaments, only 
. to make her amiable,ſo the holy Ghoſt ſerteth out godlines 
with names ofhonour,and names of pleaſures,and names of\\ 
happines,as it were in her Tewels, with letters of commen- 
dation,to make her be beloued. Leſt any riches ſhould com- 
parc with godlines,he giues it a name - hm other,and cal- 
leth it great riches,as if he wonld make a diftiaion between 
riches and riches,betweene the gaine of couctouſnes, & the 
vain of godlines,thepeace of the world, and the peace o! 
conſcience,the ioy of riches,and the joy of the holy Ghoſt. 
The 


Deut.12.17 


Cant.q.1, 


- 
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The worldly men haue a kind of peace, and ioy, and riches, 
But I cannotcall it great, becauſe they haue not enough, 
they are not contented as the godly are,therefore only god- 
linefe hath this honour, to be called great riches. The yaine 
of couetouſnes is nothing but wealth, buc the gaine of god- 
lines is wealth,and peacc,and joy, and loue of God,and the 
remiſſion of ſins, and euerlaſtivg life, Therefore onely god. 
lines hath this honour,to be called great gaine.Riches makes 
bate,but podlines makes peace: riches breeds couetouſnes, 
but godlines brings contentation:riches makes men vnwil- 
ling to die, but godlincfſe makes men readie to dic : riches 
often huft the o:vner, but godlines profiteth the owner and 
other. Thercfore, onely godlines hath this honour, to be 
called great riches.Such gaine,ſuch ioy, ſuch peace is in gods 
lines, and yet no man couets it: and this is the quality of ver- 
tue, it ſcemethnothing vnto a man vntill he hath it, as So/c- 
mon faith of the buycr, while hc is in vuying, he diſpraiſeth 


Gen.13.6, 


the thing which he buy<th, and faith, /t is anght, it is not ppp.co,r4. 


worth the price which ye aske; but when he bath broughe 
it, ſo ſoone as ke is gone, he boaticth of his penny-wworthes, 
and fait}; it is better then his money. So godlinelle, before a 
man hath it, he taith, it is not worth 1s labour, and thinkes 
eucry houre toomuch har he {1ondcih bout ir; but when 
hc hath found it , he would not |: 1- ir a 1176 tor all the 
world, becauſe he is now come ior 1 4h folluwerh, to 
be contented with that he hath Here Par! noxeh wh what 
a man ſhauld be contented, not with one tacutand pounds, 
nor one hundred pounds, nor twenty pou. 65, but with that 
lc hath: and there is great reaſon v.hv tie ſhould (o:becaule 
noman knoweth what is fit for himifo -vel 25 bis caruer. And 
therefore eucry one ſhould eſtceme 10 reuerently of God, 
that he thinke nothing better {or him(tor the time preſent) 
then that which God racaſureth forth vto kim. For when 
Chrift had no money, he was contented, & when he wanted 
mony to pay tribute, he ſent for no more then he needed: he 
miglit haue commanded twenty pounds as well as 20 pence, 
But to ſhew, that we ſhould delire no more then will lerus 
Our 


Mat.17.27. 


714 | The Benefit of Contentation, 


Pj4..33.5. 
Jobn.14.7. 


Luiz 12.19, 


our turne, hee would hauz no more then (erucd his nature, 
Now, becauſe contentation is of ſuch a nature, that it can 
pleaſe ic ſelfe with pouerty, as well as riches, therefore it 1 
called the great gaine ; as though it had all which i it wanted, 
And this co: Ktentment ( faith Pa «) we owe to godlinelle, 
becauſe it is not poſſible for a wick-d man to be contented; 
for a3 he isnotfarishe 2d with l1nneg,{o is he latis hed with no- 
thing. Riches come, and yet the man is not pleated: liberty 
comes, and yet the man is not pleated : plealure comes, a! 1d 
yet the man is not pleaſed ; vatill God come, and then he 
faith, ſy cup bs full, Shew vs thy Father (faith Philyp).2 1A it 
(uſficeth. Nay, M:weschy cruth,and it luthceth. Now my 
ſole ( ith the churle) rake thy reſt: nay, now my loule take 
thy reſt, for thou hal? laid vp tor many years, The godly man 
hath found that which all the world doth ſecke , that is,c- 
nough, Every word may be detin2d,and cuery thing may bc 
meaſured] but enonzh cannot be m2 aſured or defined, itchan= 
geth euery yeare: when we had nothing , we thought it e- 
wongh,it we might obtaine leſle the we haue: when we cam: 
to more, we chought of another enough: now we hauc more, 
we dr came of atother e9%7h; lo enough 1 iS alwaicsto com? 
tho 1g] 1 too much be chere al ready. For as oyle kinkileth thi 
fire whici it {ſcems to Quenc? \{o riches come as th ough they 
would mak: a man con: enced, and make him more” couc 
rous, Therctore ſceing contentation, was never tound in r!:- 
ches, the Apoſtle teacheth to ſecks it in godlmeſſe, ſaymg.oo4!:- 
meſſe ir riches,as though it did, not only make a man conten- 
red, on it make a man contented with ic ſelte, He ſpeakes as 
thoug': he had found a new kind of riches, which the e warld 
never tou? t of, that arc of ſuch a nature, that they will 
fatisfy a man ke the water that Chritl (pakeot,/ he that drinks 
of this water ſnail thirst no more : 10 they that tall of theic As 
ches,{ſhail couctno more : but as t! ne holy G, zo! i hlled all the 
houte, to the grace and peace,and toy of the ho] y Gaott hl. 
leth a)l tne heart;that as Joſeph had no need of Aſtronomy, 


. becaule he tha ! che {ſpirit of Propnehie;lo he which hath con- 


(£4:12tion, hath little necd of riches : he chunks nor of ri1c 
Piloto® 
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Philoſophers Nlone,nor the gold of Ophir, ror the mines of 
Indiafbut he hath his quiet eſt without ſuit of lawforhe re- 
taineth apeacemaker within, which would make all lawyers 
preachers, ifmen were ſo wiſe to take countcl of it, 

When the law is ended, if the man be net content he is in 
ttouble ill : when his G:{cafe is cured, if he be not content, 
le is icke (ill; when his want is ſupplied, if he be not con- 
tent, he is in want ſtill: when bordace is turnedinto liberty, 
it he be not content, he is in bor.6oge fi1!]: but though he be 
in law, and ſickreſle, 2nd rouerty, and bondage, yet if he 
be content, he is free, and rich, 2nd merry, and quiet,cuen 
25 eAdam was warme thovgh he hod no clothes, Gen.t.25. 

Such a commander is Conrentat1o0n, that whereſocuer ſhe 
ct teth foote,an hundred bleſſings wiite vpon her: in every 

diſcaſe ſhe is a Plyſitian, in cucry fir1tc ſhe i154 lawyer, in e- 
ucry doubt ſhe is a Preacher,in cu! ery oricle ſhe is a comfor- 
ter, like a {weete perfume which take th away the euill ſent, 
and leaucth a pleaſant ſent for it. As the Vn ICOrNes borne, 
dipped in the tountaine, niakes the waters which were cor- 
rupt and noylome,cleare and whole! ome vpon the fodaine: 
ſo, whatſocuer eſtate gedlineſle comes vnto, it faith Ike the 
Apoſlles, Peace be to this houſe, peace bc to this heart, peace 
be tothis man, 

I may Iiken it to the fiuc loues and two bſhes, wherewith 
Chrill ted five thouſard perſons, and yet there were twelue 
baskets full of that which wzs left, which couldi.cr fill 
one basket when it was whole, Thu $s their little tcalt was 
made a great feaft : fo the £ £00! iy though they have but 
little forthcmlelues, yer they! tauc Jomething for other 

ike the widdowes Mite , that they may fay as the Diici- 
pics ſaid to Chriſt, they want notþ mg, th :cugh they haue Lukz.z 2.3 
K othing , Contentation wanteth nothing , ard a good 
heart is worth all, For if ſhee want bread, ſhe cay {ay as 
-briſt ſaid, 7 haze an other bread. It ſhe wantriches, the 
can lay, IThaue other riches : 1: | ſhe want (irenyth , ſhe 
Catz ay, T l:auve cthcr nth It the want friends, ſhe 


caa ſay, 1 haue other friends, Thus the godly finde all 
vithe 


1. 74.9.25, 


Lnhc.9. 


Mark.12.41 


Iova. 4.32, 
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within, that they ſeeke without, Therefore if you ſee a man 
contented with that he hath, it is a great (igne that godlines 
is entred into him, for the heart ofman was made a temple 
i.Cor 3.16, for God, andnothing can fill it but God alone, Therefore 
PLi.4.12. Pal ſaith after his converſion, that which he could neuer 
ſay before his conuerſion, Fane learned tobe contemt, Firſt 

he learned godlines,then godlines taught him contentation, 
Now (faith Pa»l)[ hane [zarned to be content: as though this 
were aleſlon for eucry Chriſtian to learne,ro be content, F or 
thus he mult thinke, that as. God faid to Moſes when 1c 
De4t.3.26, could not obtaine leaue to go to Canaan:Let this ſu) fice thee 
ro ſee Canaan : lo,whatſocuer he gincth, he giues:h1s charge 
lerecto 19. wich it, Let this ſuffice thee, As Teremy ſaith, This is my ſor- 
row, and [ will beare it, ſo thou mult lay, This i- my portion, 

2nd1 will take it, This isthe ſhgne, whether g godlines Deir a 

man,if he hauc joy of that which he hath ; tor things which 

God giueth to the righteous , Panl faith, that he giaeth 

1.7Tim.6.7 them to entoy that is if he het muc!:, he can ſay with P al, 
Pbli.4.12. I hawe baked ro chin; if he hauc hittle, he can ſay wich 
Paul, I hae learned to want : that is, if he have much, as 
Abraben. and Lor, and /acob, and lob, and Toſeph , yet it 

[1 "#211. cannot corrupt his minde , .but as the ner was full cf fiſhes, 
and yet not rent, becauſe they calt itin at Chrilts conumand:; 
ſo, though the godly man be tull of riches, yet his heart is 
not rent, * bis minde is not troubled, his countenance i 15 not 
changed, becauſe he remembers, that theſe things were gi- 

Hel4.14. uen himtodoe good, as Hefter thought of her honour; 
2.Re2 447. for if we have lictle, it is like the little oyle which ſerued 
P.ul37.16, the widdow as little as ic was, A little tothe rig hteons ( faith 
Danid)it is better than great riches to the vngodly : tor when 
amen batfoandhe heauenly riches, hee careth not for 
carth! yriches, no more then he that walks in the Sun thinks 
whe:her the Moo: ic ſhine or no, becauſc be hath no neede 
of her 11ght, Therefore we conclude with Chriſt, Bleſſea are 

Mi:b.5,6, they which thirſt after righteouſneſſe, for they ſk allbe ſatis "ed: 
not they that thirſt after riches: nor they that thirl? after ho» 
nour,nor they thatthirſt after pleaſure,ſhal be latishied, = : 

thitl 
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thirſt more, asthe ambitious, voluptuous, and couetous do, 
but they that thirſt after righteonſneſſe ſhall be ſatisfied, albcir 
they haue no riches, nor honour, nor pleaſure. If ye aske 
like the Virgine, How can this be ? Tanlwere, Eucn as eA- 
dam was warme without cloathes,ſo God doth fatisfie ma- 
ny men without riches, Though he was naked , yet he did 
not ſee his nakedneſſe, ſolong as he was innocent : bur 
when he began to rebell, then began he to want cloathes; 
{o though a man be poore, yet he ſces not his pouerty, ſo 
long as he is contented: but when he begins to couet,then 
he begins to want riches , and from that day the curſe ( in 
the firſt of Aggens, verſ.6,) takes hold on him, Tee eate,but 
nehane not enough; ye drmkg but ye are not ſatisfied; ye cloath 
your (eluzs, but ye are not warme : Indeed the couetous man 
{cemes ty draw the world to him with cordes , his coffers 
arc of Loadfiones, his hands like nets, his fingers like lims 
r'vigs, t1:9r* it comes, and there it comes,one would thinke 
this man ſhoul! be happy one day. 
When the Churles barnes were full, he bade his ſoule 
take ret}, chin!” to gaine refit by couctouſacle, that he 
might ſay, Riches nagine reftas well as godlineſle : but fce 
what happened: tat 11iylit, when he began to take his 
re{t.riches,and ret}, an loule, and all, were taken from him, 
Did he not gaine faire ? Would he have taken ſuch paines, 
if he had thought ot 1uch reſi ? Couctoulneſle may gaine ri- 
ches,but it cannot gaine re(t: ye may thinke l;ke this churle, 
to ref}, when your barnes , and ſhops, and coffers are full: 
but ye ſhall find it true which Eſay ſaith, chere r5 no reſt ro the 
ngodly : therefore,the wile man to preuent all hope of ref?, 
or honour, or profit by ſinne, ſpeakes as though he had 
tried, Aman cannot be eftabliſhed by mignity, Taeretore he 
cannot be quieted, nor ſatisfied by the gaine of deceit, or 
bribes, or lies, or vſury, which is iniquity : therefore blel-. 
icd isthe man whom godlineſſe doth make tich , for w! 
the bleſsing of the Lord maketh rich,( faith Salomon) he doth 
adde no ſorrow to it : but((aith he) the rexenxes of the wicked, 
77 trouble asthough his money were care, Wherefore, let Pa- 


Gen,2.16, 


Inks 


Eſay.48.22 


Pro.13.3. 


P/6.10,33. 
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tron and Landlord, and Lawyer,and all, fay now,that Pau! 
hath choſen the better riches, which thiefe,nor moth orc ar - 
her can corrupt :theſe are the riches,at la(t,that we muſi dwel 
with, when all the reſt which we haue lied for, and {worne 
for, and fretted for, and couſcned for , and broken our 
fleepe for, and loft many Sermons for, forſake vs, like (er. 
uants which change their mafters:then godlines ſhall feeme 
as great gaine tovs, asit didto Paxl, and he which lo- 
ued the the world moſt, would giue all that hec hath tor a 
dramme of faith, that he might be ſure to goe ro heauen, 
when he is dead,though he went towards hell to long as he 
lived, 
Malge.z.ig Heerethen is an anſwere to them which aske, What pro- 
2.Sam.19. fit is it to ſernue God? How happy was Barzllai that would 
33+ not be exalted ? what quiet had the Shunamite which cared 
3 Keg. 7.13 Not for preferment ? when did the Diſciples ſeeme ſo rich, as 
Luke.5.it, when they were willing to leaue all? This ſhall bee your 
gaine,when you are vſurers of godlinefle. Is not the word 
gone forth yet, which hath killed couctouſneſle, that] may 
end my Sermon? Eyther you go away contented, or you g0 
away condemned of your owne conſcience : before you 
were yexed with couetouſnes, but now the word ſhall vexc 
you too,for you fhall neuer couet,nor lie,nor deceiue here- 
after, but a Sergeant ſhall arre(t you vpon it, and ſome ſen- 
rence which you haue heard, (hall gnaw you at the heart, 
with a memecrandam of hell , that ye ſhall wiſh, O that I 
cou!d abanden ct.is finne,or elfe,that Irhad neuer heard that 
warning,which makes it 2 corraſiue vnto me, before I can 
leave it; if they which are greedy ſtill,could ſee what peace 
and reft,andioy go home with them that are contented, 
As.3.6. though they may lay with Petey, Gold and ſilner hane 1 none, 
euery man would bc a ſiiter to godlinefle, that he might 
bauethe dowry of content3tion, 
If any here be coucrous Rill, let him alwaies thinke,why 
Falmil9. David pray-th,T wrne my hart to thy law,and not ta conctonſ- 
neſſe : he nught have named pride,or anger,or lull, but that 
no {in did ſo keep his thoughts from the law,as n——_—_ 
when 
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when it came ypon him, He faith, T«rne my heart wnte thy 
law,and not to conetonſneſſe as though a man could not be co- 
uetous , and haue any leylure to thinke ypon any good, Bur 

as lohn baptized with water, fol can but teach you with _— 
words, 

Now you haue heard what contentation is, you muſt wm 
pray to another to yiue it vnto you, It is {aid of this Citie, } 
that many Citizens of London haue good willes, but bad : 
deeds,that is, you doro good yatill you die. Fill, ye are 
yngodly,that you may be rich, and then you part from tome 
of your riches , to exculc for ſome of your yngodlineſſe. It ] 

[ 


may be that ſome here haue ſer downe in their willes, when 
I die, I bequeath an hundred pounds to a Colledge: and an 
hundred pounds to an Hoſpitall, and an hundred gownes $ 
rnto poore men, I do maruell that you giue no more when ,, m—_— bY: 
you are at that point, for /adas, when he died, returned all , 
againe: ſo ye die, and thinke when ye are gone, that God 

will take this for a quittance: Be not deceiued, for Goddoth 

not looke ypon that which ye doe for feare, but vpon that 1,cor.g 7. 
which ye doefor loue : if ye can finde in your heart to doe Luk.rg.8. 
good while you are in health, as Z achexs did,thenGod hath 

reſpeR to your offering : bur before God hearkens how ye 

giue your riches , firlt he examines how ye cameby them: 

for a mi may be hanged for flealing of mony which he giues 

to the poore, becauſe, if he ſhould count godlines gaine, 

much more ſhould he care to gaine by godly mcanes, Thus ty 
you ſee the fruits of godlineſle, and the fruites of couctouſ- | 
neſle, to ſtay Balaams polling far a bribe, and the ſonnes of XNu#.22.1)- 
Zebedews (uing tor preferment , left ſeeking for Aﬀes they 

loſe a better kingdome than Sawl found. It you be coue- , gon io. 
tous, ye ſhall never have enough, although you have too | 
much : bur when ye pray,T by kimgdome come,ye ſhall wiſh, 
my kingdome come. It ye begodly, ye ſhall have enough, 
though you ſeeme to haue nothing, like to the Smyrnians of 


Euk.tt.2, 


whom God laith,[ know thy ponerty but thou art rich, Ther- I 

fore what counſell ſhall I giuc you, but as Chriſt counſelled iF 

his diſciples,Be nos fridds to riches but wake your friends of ri N4t2-9- 
B 2 


ches 
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chcr,and know this, that if ye cannot ſay as Pawſaith,] hant 
learned to be content podlines 1s Rot yet come to your houſe? 
forthe companion of goclines 1s contentation, which when 
ſhe cones , will bring g you al] things. Therefore as Chrif 
faith, Ifthe Sonne make you free, you ſhall be free mite: 
lo 1 fav,1! god! lines - make you rich, ye ſhall be 
rich indeed. The Lord Ielus ke ye 
docrs of that ye have heard, 
Amen, 


Th.0,4.12, 
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Lyxs. 8. 


19 Then came to him his Mother and Brethren, and could | 
not come neere him for the preaſe, 

20 And it was told hum by certaine, which ſaid: thy Aſo- 
ther, and Brethren, land without , and would [:« thee. 

21 Buthe anſwered and ſaid unto them, My mother, and 


my Brethren,ave thoſe which heare the word of God,and ds it. ; | f 
"A wo. WIz- 


'Ere is Chrift preaching, a great 
v/? preaſe hearing , his Mother and his 
* Friends interrupting , and Chriſt 
Y againe withſtanding the interrup- 
tion, with a comfortable doarine 
94. of his mercies towards them, which 
heare the word of God and do ir, 


” 


ESA. HJ When Chriſt was about a worke, 

and many were gathered together to heare him, the Di- | 
uell thought with himſclfe , as the Prieſts and Sadduces did ", 
in the fourth of the As; If 1 let him alone thus, all the * # 


world will follow him}, and 1 ſhall be like Rachel, withour 
children : therefore deuiſing the likeſt policie to fruſtrate 
anddiſgrace but one of his Sermons, thereby to make the 
people yvawilling to heare him againe: As he ſet Exe vpon 
eAdam, and made Tobs wife his infirument, when he could G21.3.6. 
not fit it himſelfe : ſo he ſendeth Chris Mother , and put» 7992-9: 
teth in the minde of his kinſmen , to come vato him at 
that inſtant , when he was in this holy exerciſe , and call 
vpon him while hee was preaching , to come away, and 
3 goe 
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g0e with them, Chriſt ſeeing the ſerpents dealing, how he 
madehismother the Temprer, that all the Auditoric might 
vocaway emptic,and ſay where they came: We heard the 
man which is called Ieſus,and he began to preach vnto vs, 
Wit ſuch words, as though hee would carry vs to heaucn: 
but i in the miſt of his Sermon, came his mother , axd bre- 
thren to him, that it might be knowne whata kinſman they 
had : and ſo ſoone as he heard that they were come, (odain » 
ly he brake off his Sermon, and flipt away from vs, to 0c 
and mak - merry with them. Chriſt, I ſay, ſceing this tro1ne 
laid by Sathan,to diſgrace him (as he doth all his Mini{tcr- 
did notleaue off ſpeakin &,a5 they thought he would : bur, 
as if God had appointed all this,to credite and reno'1nc hin”, 
that which was noyſed heereto interrupt his doctrine, lic 
takethfor an occaſion to teach another doQrine, that there 
is another coniunction berweene Chrift and the faithful!, 
then betwweene the Mother and the Sonne, which are one 
Acſh. Therefore when they fay,thy aber; and brethren 2:6 
come to ſpgake with thee, he poynteth to his hearers , and 
ſaith,T hef are my mother and brethren which heare the word 
of God.and dot it : as if he ſhould ſay, IMhave a mother indeed 
which brough: me forth, but in reſpect of them which heave 
th: word of © od anlibea {beis like a Stepmother, and theſe 
are hike.a nacuraittinn 

With! is wife anſwere, be quicted the Auditors, and 
made them heare him berrer then they did before, For now 
theythought with themlclues, what man is this, which 1o- 
ueth vs more then his mother his mother called! him, and 
yet he would not goe from vs, lus brethren ſtay for him,and 
he maketh as it he did not know them, but ſaith , 1/ho 15 my 
wm other? Who are my brethren? 

Thus Clift Roode VP, asSit were, in an indignation 2- 
g2it oſt Sathan,and faid : Sathan,this Reon was not beg: 
tor thec, icithe hall ir end for tl this worke was rot 
done for my mother, neither ſhall it be left for my C9/o- 
ther. Thus he caught the diuell with his ewne baite, and 
made his people more loutng and attentive towards hum, 
by 


by that which Sathan thought to diſgrace him.He was ſo ar- 
med with the Spirit, that let the diuell tempt him, or the 
woman tempt him,or Princes tempt him, all is one, 

Here are two doubts, the firſt is the difference betweene 
the Euangeliſts : for Matthew ſaith, that one brought this 
meſſage 3 Marke and Lyke attribute it to moe: both may 
fland, for the word which his mother gaue of calling him 
forth, was receiued of the reſt, and ſo paſſed amongſt many, 
till ir came to Chriſt, ſo that one may be ſaid to bring this 
meſſ1ge,becauſe one noyled it firft,and many may be ſaid to 
bring this mefſage, becauſe many noyſed it after. 

The ſecond doubt is, becauſe Chriſt had no brethren, 
howw they ſaid, Thy Brethren would ſpeake with thee, You 
mult ynderſtand, that they which are here called Chritles 
brethren,were-his coufins by the mothers (ide : that js, her 
filters children,for there were three Maries,and thee three 
were ſiſters, Mary the virgine, Mary the mother of Tamer, 
and Mary the daughter of ( leophas , whole ſonnes thicſe 
were : their names were James, Joſeph, Tudas, and Simon: 
and they are called the Lords brethren, becauſe they were 
kinne vnto him. Therefore note, that in holy Scripture,there 
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Mat.12.37 


Mrk.3.31. 
I axe. 8.29. 


be foure ſorts of brethren: Brethrea b>y Nature,ſo Eſas and Gen.z7.30 


Lacob are called brethren, becauſe they had one father, and 
one mother : Brethren by Nation, ſo ali the Iewes are cal- 
led Brethren, becauſe they were of one countrey: Brethren 


Deut.15.12 


by conſanguinity, {o all are called brethren which are of Gex.13.8. 
one tamily,and ſo Abraham called Lot his brother, and Sa- Ge.n.1;. 


rah his ſitter, becauſe they were of one line : Brethren by 
profeſſion, ſo all Chriſtians are called Brethren,becauſe they 
arc of one Religion, Thelc are brethren of the third order, 
rhatis , of conſanguinity, becauſe they were of one Fa- 
mily. 

Now, when his mother, and his brethren were come to 
ſce him,it is {aid, that they could not come neere hum for the 
preaſe, Here were Auditors enough, Cl1:1lt to flowed now 
with difciples,that his mother could hate noroome to care 
him : bur aiter a while it vas lowarmg agnine, Wien the 

Þ ; Shep- 


Ma:.23. 


AA i > 


524 The Afmitie of the F aithfull. 
Mat.16.31, Shepheardwwas ftroken, the ſheepe were ſcattered, when he 


M1? 27, 


F.xod 20, 
Luhea, 46. 


Ibn 19.26 


Mat.22.21 
Likhe.20.25 
Malib, 19, 


Exod.tb, 


preached iff the ſtreets, & the Temples, and the fields, then 
many flocked after him : but when he preached vpon the 
croſle, then they left him, which ſaid they would ncucr for- 
fake him;the there was a great preaſe to ſec him die,as there 
was here, to heare himpreach, And many of theſe which 
ſeemed like brethren and ſiſters, were his betrayers, and ac- 
cuſers, and perſecuters: ſo inconttant we are in our zeale, 
more then in any thing elſe, Thus much of their comming 
and calling to Chriſt :now,ro the doctrine which lieth in ir, 
Heere be two ſpeakers , one ſaith, Thy mother , and thy 
Brethren are come to ſpeake Tnto thee: The other faith, Th-/c 
are my Mother and Brethren, which heare the word of God 
and do it, The ſcope of the Euangelift is this : Fir(t, that 
Chi:ft would not hinder his doctrine, for Mother , or Bre- 
thren,or any kinſman: Then, to ſhew that there is a nearer 
coniunRion betweene Chriſt and the faithfull,then the mo.. 
ther and the fonne. The firſt is written for our comtort, 
Touching the firſt, ke which teacheth vs to honour our fa. 
ther and mother, doth not teach hcre tocentemne father 
and mother, becauſe he ſpeakes of another mother, for it is 
ſaid, that he was obedient to his Parents, This he ſheweth, 
when being found in the Temple amongſt the Doors: 
he left-ail, ro goe with his mother, becauſe he ſought him, 
{o he honoured her, that hie left all for her, This he ſhewed 
againe at his death, being vpon the Crefle, he was not vn- 
mindfuil of her : for poynting vnto John, he faid, Mo- 
ther. behold thy Senxe : and poynting vnto her, he ſaid: Be- 
helithy HMether : fo he commended her to his beloued 
Diſciple before he died, Therefore, this is not a doctrine of 
C:/obedicnce, but arule how to obey, As hee taught his 
Diſciples, to giue vnto ( «ſar, that which 15 Ceſars, and to 
G04,that which1s Gods : fo heteacheth vs heere,, to giue 
ynto Parents,that which is Parents, and tothe Lord, that 
v ch is the Lords, When God ſaid, Honour thy Father and 
thy Alcther, he did not giue 8 commandement againſt him- 
iclte : and theretore he ſaith, Henonr me,betorc he faith Ho- 
1047 


The Affinitie of the Faithfull. 725 


our them, The firſt eommaundement is, Honour God: the 

fift commaundement is, Hover thy Parents, leſt you ſhould 

honour your patents before God. When Sa/omor bade his 3$*$3-20 
Mother aske him any thing, ſhe fignified that the Mother 

ſhould be obcyed in many things : bur when he denied his 

Mother that one thing which he asked,he ſheweth that the 

Mother ſhould not be obeyed in alithings. When Chriſt £4.23. 9. 
ſaid : Tow hane but one Father and Matter , he ſpeakes of 

Faith and Religion, ſhewing that when it concerneth our 

Faith and Religion, we ſhouldreſpe& but one Father and 

one Maſter, which is the giuer of our Faith, and the Maſter 

of our Religion, 

When Pan laid, Children, obey your Parents in the Lord, EpÞhtl.6.1. 
he meancs not,that we ſhould obey them againſt the Lord, 3923-5: 

' As when he ſaith, Obey Princes for conſcience ſake, he mea- 
neth not, that we ſhould obey them againſt conſcience, 
Therefore,when it commeth to this, that the earthly father 
commaundeth one thing , that the —_— Father com-' 
maundeth another thing : then, as Peter anſwered the Ru- 477.4.19. 
lers, ſo maycft thou an{were thy Parents, Whether is it meet 
to obey God or you? Then theſe are the hands which thou 
mult cut off, tizen theſe are the cyes which thou, muſt pull 
put, or elſe they ſhould be as much ynto thee, as thy hand, 
or thine eye. 

In Mattbew 19, A man muſt fortake his Father and his 
Mother. to dwell with his wife. In Lake the 16, He muſt 
forſake father and mother, and wife, to dwell with Chriſt : 
for, He which forſaketh Father or Mother for mee ſhalreceine 
more, faith our Sauisur, Nay, He which deth not hate father, 
or mother , or wife for mee , cannot be my Diſciple. Shewing 
that our loue towards God ſhould be ſogreat, that inre- 
ſpc& of it,our loue toward men ſhould be but hatred. Thus 
he which obeyed his Parents more then we,yer would have 
ſome rule, ſome ſentence,ſome example in Scripture, of not 
obeying them too, becauſe it is ſucha hard potat, to know 
how farre they are to be obeyed, which are fer in authority 
Ouet vs. 


Eh.14.26, 


As, 


Fats hs + - fone — oy 11 an 


G *t 


Mat.16.23 to wine, but to.turne wine into water, Peter was not Satan, 


5.2, ofmmyat weareealicd the ſous of God, Therefore as Chrilt 


Fu ha. 3. 


- 26 The A funity of the Faithfull, 
As none but God ſpeakes alwaies right, ſo none but God 
mult alwaies be obeyed : we are not called onely the ſonne; 


af ered his M ther, wien (he would hane him turne wa- 
txrinato wine, Woman, whathant' to do with thee? fo we 
ſhould anſiver father and mother, and hrethren and fifters, 
and rulers and malters,and wice too, when they will vs todo 
that which is not meete, 1/-at hane Þ to ao with you? For to 
leaue doing good,and do cuill, were not to turne water in- 


burwhen he tempted Chriftlike Satan, Chriift anſ,ver:d 
him as he anſwered Satan, Come bebinds 1 m2 Satan :(howiny 
that we ſhould giue no more attention vato father, or m Ke 
ther,or maſter,or wite, when they tempt vs to euill, then ie 
WW ould giue vnto Saran, if he ſhould rompr vs himſelfe, 
Tarce things childien receiue of their parents, life, miin- 
tenance, and inftruRion. For theſe three , they owe other 
three: for lite,they owe louc;tor maintenance, they owe 0+ 
— , for infirution, they owe reuerence: For life,they 
nut 52 loutd as fathers ; for maintenance, they mull be 0- 
hawks 35 malters ; for inftuction they mutt be reucrenced as 
P thereisa King of kings, which mult be 0- 
be yoo Dv1 ic king ; lotiiere 152 Father of tathers, winch 
mul a o52yed K's Youc fathers thertore foinetimes you mult 
anfvere ike the Syanguvhen he was bid to go into his ta- 
thers vin eyard, / will go: and ſometime you muf anlwer as 
Chriſt anliwered, / Ne” go about my Fathers bu/ine 


| 2r9 ;y 5 


- $10 Waeat) 0 mile] 1 kine did carry the Arke ofche Lord to 


Bethſhem:/þ,thcir calues were ſhat vp at home : becauſe the 
Kine fhould not lay, when they heard their calues crie after 
them: ſo, "hen thou gocſt about the Lords buſineſſes, thou 
{halr heare acrie of thy father,and thy mothecr,and thy bre- 
thren,and thy liſters, and thy kindred, to ay thee, bur then 
chou:nult thinke of another father, az Chriſt thought of a- 
nother mother: and ſo as thoſe kine went oa till the Lord 
brought them wherethe Arke ſhould reli, fo thou ſhalt goe 
en,tillche Lord brig thee where thou (halt rell, It is beter 
i £0 
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to flie from our friends, as Abraham did, then to tay with Gez.r1.2, 
ſome friends,as Sampſon did with Dalila, @& 12 17, 

1 may ſay, beware of kinſmen; as well as our Sauiour ſaid 7-6-1. 

bewars of men, For this reſpe&t of couſenage fnade Elt his 
ſonncs Prietis: and this refpe&t of couſcnage hath made ma- 
nie like Pricfts,in England : This refpc& of couſenage hath 
made Samnelsfonnes Judges, and in reipect of coulcnage r.S2m.9.r, 
hath mace many like Iudges in England : this reſpeR of 
coulenage brought Tobias into the Leuites chamber : and Nebe.1t3.4.5 
this reſped o! couſenage hath brought many gentlemen in- 
to Preachers livin gs, which will not out againe , As Chrift 
preferred [1s {piriruall kinſmen, fo we preferre our earthly 
kinſmen, Many priuiledges,many offices, and many bene- 
fices,haue ttooped to this voyce; thy mother calleth thee, or 
thy kinimen would haue thee, As this veyce came to Curitt, 
v. bile he was labouring, ſo many ſuch voyces come to vs 
v. hile we are l-bouring, One faith, Pleaſure would ſpeake 
with you : another faith, Profit would ſpeake with you : a- 
nother ſaith, Eaſe would fpeake with you : another ſaith, a- 
Deanery would {peake with you: another faith , a Biſho« 
pricke would ſpeake with you : another faith, the Court 
v ould ipeake with you, 

When a man is in a good way, and ſludieth the Scripture 

tobe a teacher of the Church,a vovce commeth to his care, 
25 this came to Chritts, and faith: Thy triends would haue 
thee (tvdicthe Law, for by Duwunnitic thou ſhalt attainc to 
no pre{crment,and thine own tlocke will vexe thee , or the 
B:ſhop will top thy mouth, This winde ſometime turneth 

—d61r.45 his files from Nwmerny te T arſh1/h,and makes him bu» Jonas,r, 
ric his Tatent, 

It he be a Diuinealready,and preach his conſcience, a voice 
cometh vnto kim againe,as thisdid to Cinilt, and ſaith,thy 
friends wou'd haue thee to be quiet,or,there be Spies which 
do note rhatthou ſaiſt,or,there be fellowes that lie in waite 
for thy liuing : ſo ſometimes with a little intreaty, he begin- 
reth to draw vp his hand,and lay his finger ypou his mouth, 
aud preach peace,when he is ſent with warre, [Taus we are 

Call]\» 


1.$477.2. 


JT 
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Mat.19.14 


Numb.z.6, 


7.s. 


2.lobn.1, 


AFs 17.11. 


Rog 8, 


G*1.1. 
kc9.1:.9 


cumbred like our Maſter, before our Sermons, and in our 
Sermens, and after our Sermons z cuen of them ſometime, 
which ſhould incourag# vs : and therefore as Chrift faith, 
Beware of men,\o {ay I, Beware of kinſmen, 

So ſoone as the children be borne, their Parents bring 
them to the Temple, and baptize them, and offer them to 
God: but ſoſoone asthey be able to ſeruc him, they tempt 
them away from him,to = or Phiſicke, or Merchandile, 
or Husbandry,and had rather they ſhould be of any Tribe, 
then ofthe Tribe of L+«i,which ſcrueth in the Temple. He 
which will be hindred, ſhall haue blocks enough: but wee 
mult learne to leape ouer all, as Chriſt leaped ouer this, It 
we ſhould /eane Father,and Mother,and Wife,and Chil tren, 
for Chriſt, much lefle ſhould we care for labour, or loſle, or 
ſhame or trouble, ot diſpleaſure, for we ſhould aduecnture 
theſe for our friends. Thus much of his natucall kindred: 
now of his {pirituall kindred, 

Here is another genealogie of Chriſt, which ALitthww 
and Luke, ncuer ſpake of. As Chrift faith ; / hawe another 
bread which you know not : 10 he ſaith: [ hane other kinſmen 
which you krow wor, 

Saint /obx writing to a | ady, which brought vp her chil. 
dren inthe teare of God,calleth her the ele:t Lady,ſhewing 
that the chiefeſt honour of Ladies and Lords, and P.inces,is 
to be ele of God, S. Luke ſpeaking of certaine Berwans, 
which recciued the word of God wit loue,ca'leth the wore 
noble men then the reft : (hewing , thac God counteth none 
Noble, but ſuch as are of a noble Spiric, As Jon calleth 
none ele&, but the vertuous, and Luke calleth none Noble, 
but the religious : ſo Chriſtcallech none his &#zſm7en, but the 
righteous : and of thoſe onely hefaith, Theſe are my mother, 
and my brethren which heare the word of God,and doe it. 

As eAbrahams children arenot counted after the fleſh, 
but after the Spiric.So Chriſts kindred are not counted atter 
the fleſh, bur after the Spirit; for the fleſh was not made 

after the Image of God, but the ſpirit : therefore God is not 
called the Father of bodies, bur the Father of Spirits, N on 
Go 
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God which is a Spirit,preferreth them that are kinne to him 

in the Spirit. Therefore Eſau was not bleſled , becauſe he 

was of 1ſaacks fleſh,but [acob was bleſſed , becauſe he was 7,1,, 4.28 
of Tſaacks ſpirit, As we loue inthe fleth, ſo Chrift loueth zz, 
in the ſpirit ; therefore he calleth none his kinſazen, bur them 

which heare the word of God and do it. 

It ſcemeth that Paw/thought of this ſaying, when as he 
ſaid, Till Chrift be formed in you: If Chriſt be formed in vs, Gal.4- 
as Paul ſaith, then we are Chrilts mother : enery one which 
will haue Chriſt his Sauiour , mult be Chriſts 9ther, The 
Virgine asked the Augell how ſhe could beare Chriſt , ſeeing Lukecn, 24. 
[he had rot knowne a man. So you may aske how you can 
beare Chriſt, ſecing he is borne already, 

As there isa ſecond comming of Chriſt, ſo there isaſe- yy, x5, 
cond birth of Chriſt, When wee are borne againe, then Lube zr, 
Chtift is dorne againe: the Virgine was his Mother by the 
fleſh,and the fairhfull are his Mother by the Spirit : The 
holy Ghoſt conceived him in her, the holy Ghoſt doth con- 
cciue him in them: he was 1n her wombe, and he 1s in their 
hearts : ſhe did beare him, and they doc beare him; ſhe 
did nurſe lim, andthey docnurſe him, This is the {econd 
birth ef Chriſt, As the foule of man may be called, The 
7 emple of the holy Gheſi, which is the thir.| -merſon,fo it may 
be called the wombe of the Soane , witch is the ſecond 


2:Cor.3.16, 


Bofore theſe words it is faid that Chrill asked , 1 ho are 
my brethren? as if he ſhould lay, you thinke that 1 am afte- 
Cod tomy birſmenas youare, Bur I rell vou that I count 
them my ki: lnengwhich heare thc wordof God and der it, To 
ſhew that Chriſt loueth vs with an cuerla{ling joue: he ſhe- 
weth that he doth not loue vs for any cemporall twngs, but 
for that which inZureth for cuer, 

If Chriſt loued vs as Iſaache loued Fſ:n forveniion,taen Gen.z5 28 
we micht miſſe the bleſſing as Er: did, But as [ob laith, 
He lon:th in the truth; fo Cinilt loucth in the truth, To lone 
in the truth, is the true Joue : Eycry our but this , at one 
time or other, hath tuned into laced, but the true Jone 
OuCcT= 


G2l43,43. 
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ouercommeth hatred, as the truth ouercom n:th falſe. 
hoode, 

Now for this loue, Chriſt calles them by all the nxmes of 
Jouc; his Father,and his Brethren, an1 his Siltzrs. In Romw.s, 
they are called his Sermants ; it that bz not enough,in [oh1 
the tifteenth,they are called his friends;ifthat be not enough, 
i Luk the fourc and tiweatieth, they are called his brethren: 
If that be not enough, in MH whe the firlt, they are called 
his children: if that de not enough, herethey be called hi; 
Aother : Ifthatbe not eaough, in Canticler the fitth , they 
are called his Spouſe : to ſh2w that he loueth them with all 
loues, the Mothers louz,the Brochers louz,the Silters loue, 
the Miſters loue, and the Friends loue, 

It all theſe loues could be put together, yet Chrifts lous 
exceedeth them all; and the Mother, and the Brother , and 
the lilter,and the child, and the kiaſman, and the friend, and 
the ſeruant, would not do and ſuffer ſogn1ch among them 
all, as Chriſt hath done, and ſuffzred for vs alone : Such a 
loue we kindle in Carit, when we h2are his word, and db it, 
that wee arcas deere vato him, as all his kindred toge- 

ther, 

Now as we are his Mother,ſo ſhould we carry bim in our 

hearts as his mother did in her armes. As we arc his bre- 
thren, ſo we ſhould preferre him, as Toſeph did Beniamin 
As weare his Spoulc, ſo we ſhould embrace him as [/aact 
did Rebecca, it thou b2 a kinſman, do like a kiaſman. 

Now we come to the markes of theſe kinſmen, which 
I may call the armes of his houſe : As Chrilt faith , By this 
all men ſhall know my Diſciples, if th:y lone ene another : (0 he 
faith, by this ſhall all m:n k10y my kinſmazn ; if they bears 
the word of God, and doit, 

As there is a kindred by the Fathers fide , and a kindred 
by the Mothers (tc,ſo there is a kindred of hzarers , and a 
kindred of doers, In Aatthew it is laid, He which heareth 
the will of my Father,& doth it: here it is ſaid: He which bea- 
reth the word of Gad,ct dath it: bath are one: For his word 
is his will, and therefore it is called his will, P/al.119. 

As 
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As he ſpake there of doing, ſo he ſpeakes here of a cer- 
taine rule, which he calleth the word of God,wherby all mens 
works muſt be ſquared : for if I doe all the works that I can 
to ſatisfie anothers will, or mine owne will, it auaileth me 
nothing with God, becauſe I doit not for God, Therfore he 
which alwaies before followed his owne will, when he was 
firicken downe”, and began to repent himſelfe,he preſently 
cried out, Lord , what wilt than hawe me to doe > As if he 
fhould ſay, I will doe no more as men would haue m2, or as 
the diuell would haue me, or according as the flzth would 
haue me, but as thou wouldeſt haue me, $9 Dam prayed, 
Teach me (O Lord) to dee thy will, not my will : for we 
need not to be taught to doe hisowne will, no more then' 
a Cuckoo to fing cuckoo, her owne name, Euery man can 
gocto hell withour a guide, 

Here is the rule now, if you live by it,then you are kinne 
roChrift: as other kindreds goe by birth and marriage , ſo 
this kindred goeth by faith and obedience. Hearers are bur 
halfe kinne,as it were 11 a farre degree: but they which heare 
and doe,are called his mother, which is the neereft kindred 
of a!l. Therefore if you haue the deed, then are you kin in- 
deed; there is no promiſe madeto hearers, nor to ſpeakers, 
nor readers: butall promiſes are made to belceuers, or to 


coers, 


SO 


If you aske Cod,who ſhall dwell in the holy mountaine, Pſal.rg.z: 


he ſaith, The man which walketh wprightly : here are none 


but doers, If you aske Chrilt, who ſhall enter into the Me.7.22, 


kingdome of H:auen, he ſaith, Not they which crie Lord, 
Lord ( though they crie twice Lord ) but they which doe the 
wilof my Father: heere are none but doers. If you aske 
him againe , how you may come to Heauen? hee faith, 


Keepe the commanndements : heere are none but doers : If r4e.1s. 


you aske him againe, who are bleſſed? he faith, Bleſſed 
are they that heare the word of God, and doe it: herearenone 
bur doers, If you aske an Angell, who are bleſſed? hee 


faith, Bleſſed are they which keepe the words of this Booke: Reweteb2.7 


heere are none but doers, If you aske David, who 
are 


732. 
P4!.106,z107t bleſſ? 42 hi Cuich, Tho minis bled which Lopeth righte- 
ouſnee * here ar2none bar doers, Ifyo1 aske Salomor, wo 

1 hc {arch Tot 141 is bleſſed which kgepeth the * Liw: 
here are none but does, It you 23K? Eſiy, wito arc ble(l2 47 

Eſ1y.$95.2. he faith, He: whit) 4rth this is bleſſe: d : here are none but do- 


I:1.1.25. 
M. ae 21. 
R' 13+ 


Talg.t 7.8, 


Gru.n. 


Maty.144. 


Luke.7-22- heard, Tobn was not onely called, the voyce of 4 crier , bu: 
a burning Lampe , which might be ſcene ; ſo all which are 
crying voyces, mult be burning Lampes. 

Lame: doth not lay,Letme heare thy faich, but, Let me [ce 
thy faith. As the Angels put on the ſhape of men, that eA- 
Gen.8.2, brahans might ſer them: lofaith mult put on works,that thc 
lo)1.5,16. world may leeit. The works which I do ((aith Chrift ) beare 


Toh. 3.3. 


111m.2.1$. 


a'2 0; etl: 


ErS, Ic 


of the word is bleſſed m 115 deed: here arenone but doers. Tac 
bleing an1 {ing rune together, 
Le! y any m1 1 hould I )oKe T0 v2 blef:4 without obo: - 


ence, C1: 


$S.clomoncalleth Obedience, the cad of all : as thouyi 
out Obedience, all were to no cn, 
Waen M.chahb had got a Leuitc into his tone, IV, 


(ſaith © . 


Th: Afmitze of the Faithful. 


24 25k: Limes, 0 arc bleſl:4? he faith, The doc 


1 callech Couerhe greatelt commandement: {11 


« 


Th ow tbe Lord willbe e £20. { VALO MM2e, ſerms [ 42 4 


Lenitein my houſe : $53,many thinke, waen th: y has g0ttein 
a Pceacher into their | Jariſh : Now the ord will bz ol 


vato vs,noww Chrilt will lou: vs, now we ace good Conc 


a 


b, 


ſceing we maintaine a Preacher amoaglt vs, Bur Acc: 
was not blefl:d for a Leuite,nor you tor a Preacher : bu: as 
you would haue v5to doe as 1 weteach, ſoG >« x would nave 
you doe as you heare ; for you ſhall be no more taucd tor 
hearing than ive arc for ſpeaking. 

W tenGod created the tree, he commanded ir to oring 
forth fruite : ſo, when he creareth faith , he commaundet 
it to bring forth works,and thertore it calle { 4 liaely fair! 
When our Saujour would prouec himſelic to oh», to Bead 12 
rruc Meſl1as indeed ,he {aid to his D; (ciples , Tell [ohnwhat 
things you bane beard and ſcene not onely heard, but ſcene: 
So, if we will proue 'our ſelues ro be Carilts xinſmen in- 
decdi we mult worke that which may be ſcene, as well as 


wilne! f 
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witneſſe of me : ſo the worke which we do,ſhould beare wit- 
nefle of vs: Therefore Chriſt linketh faith and repentance 
together, Repent and beleene the Goſpell, Mark, 1, 15. There- 
fore I conclude, That which Chriſt hath iojned, let no man 
ſeparate, Mark.10.9. 

Thus I haue ſhewed you Chriſt preaching, a great preaſe 
hearing, his friends and his kinſmen interrupting,and Chriſt 
againe withſlanding the interruption : by this you may 


ſee, what a ſpite the diuell hath to hinder one Sermon: ther= _ 


fore no maruel though he cauſe ſo many to be put to filence: 
no maruell, though he ftand ſo againlt a learned Miniftery: 
no maruel though he raiſe vp ſuch ſlanders ypon Preachers: 
no maruell though hee write ſo many booke againft the 
Chriſtian gouernment in the Church: no maruell,though he 
make ſo many non-relidents: no maruell though he ordaine 
ſo many dumbe Prieſts : for theſe make him the God of this 
world, The divell is afraid that one Sermon will conuert vs, 
and we are not moued with twentie : {o the diucl! chipketh 
better of vs then we are, 

Againe,by this you may learne how to withſland tempe 
tations : whether it be thy father which tempceth , or thy 
mother which te-mpteth, or thy brother which tempteth,or 
thy ſiſter which remprteth, or thy kiaſman which temprteth, 
or ruler whici tempteth,or maſter which tempteth, or wite 
Which tempteth, As Chriſt wou!d not know his Aſother a- 
gainſt his tather : ſo thou ſhouldeti not know any tather or 
mother,or brother,or filler, or friead, or kin{man,or maſter, 
or child,or wife againſt God, 

If the mothers ſuice may be refuſed ſometime, a Noble- 
mans Letter may be refuſed too : hee that can turne his 
hinderance to a Ber ng our Sauiour did here,maketh 


vie of cuery thing, Againe , by this you may learne, how 
to chuſe your friends, as Chriſt counted none his kinl- 
men , but ſuch as heare the word of God and doe it : io 
| wee ſhould make none out tamiliars , but ſuch as Chriſt 

counteth his kinſinen, Againe, you may ſee the difference 
| betweene Chriſt aud the world : Chriſt calleth the godly, 
C 1s 


” ant 


—_— >. Se 
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his kinſinen, be they neuer ſo poore , and we ſcorne to call 
the poore our kinſmen, be they never ſo honeſt; ſoproud is 
the {ervant aboue his Maſter, Againe,by thisyou ſee hoy 
Chriſt is to be loued : for when he calleth vs his mother, he 
ſhewes vs the way to loue him as a mother ; for indeed he 
is the mother of his mother, and his brethren too, A. 
eaine, by this, all vaunting and boaſting of kindred 1s cut 
off, Glory not, in thatthou hafta Gentleman to thy tather, 
olory not,that thou haſt a Knight to thy brother, but vlory, 
that thou haſt a Lord to thy brother, He which called eA- 
braham his father, fried in hell, becauſe God was not his ta- 
ther, If Mary might not be proud of ſuch a Son as Chrif, 
much lefle may you bragge of any friend, or tonne that you 
hane. | 

Apgaine, by this you may know, whether you be kinneto 
Chrilt : as thoſe Prieſts were fhut out of the Temple which 
could not count their genealogie from Aaren, 1o they ſhall 
be ſhut our of heauen,, that cannot reckon their pecegree 
ftom Chrift, Heere are the Armcs now, whercby you may 
l:ew,ofwhat houſe vou come; [f you hearerhe wird of Col, 
end locit i then Chrift ſaith vnto VOUu, As he {aid vnto them 


The are my Mother, and my brethren ard my (i ove: \ 
worm are his Siſters, ard you men,arc ms Brethro: tf v 
be Chrifts Zrethren, then arc you Gods Sornes, 5114 it you 


be Ges Sorres then are you his herres, for al! Ci us Sonny 

are called b-5:5 Rom,$.7, 
 aftly. bv r}1s you my know thc dire kinime 

b , ( Cit att, l cn ant Of 1,87 Cath er ih» du A. 

wp tat ithe diet and the wil ied ay asnicre hin, as 1; 

ard the faithfull, 


1.S2m.18, Now as Did faith, Sermet! t a [cr 1h no wrnto vor ts 


3. 


be the ſome of : kg ſeems Fam 4 0670 ts and of (mollree 
pritation? So may 1 ay, feenict!. it a ly br tj, 4 ty 114 to Ge 


the ſonnes cf rhe Kio of Kinos, ſecino vou ar- poorer ei, 
ard of {mall reputation ? It is counted a treat horour to 4 


Hebattng, brahaw, Iſaac, ard Tacob.that Cod was nc: afhamed ro be 


called their God : What an honour then is this that God is 
No! 


The Af mity of the Faithfull, 735 
not aſhamed to beca!led our Father ? nay our Brother? 

If che I{raclites had ſuch care to much with the leruants 
of God, what a bleſſing is this to marry with the $0112 of 
God? Therefore if any afteR rich kinſmen, or great marri- 
ages: here 15a greate; (hen $.4/99999 maccy tho hin; This 
kinſman of ours is 10w g91e vp1ato heauen, thative iniy 
haue afriend in the Court, 

Toſeph deſired the Butler to remember him, when hee geg.zg, , 
ſtoode before Praraoh, and he forgat him though he had Gen.g0.14 
pleaſured him. But atheefe defired Chrilt ro 'remembver 
him, when he cams into his kingdowe , and he receiu:d him £44134? 
into Paradiſe the ſame day,though he had alwaies offended: 
to (12w,that though we haue bene as bad as theeues, yet we 
may have hope in Chrift, Theretore , now I may conclude, 

You haue heard che word:if you goe away and doe it, then 
you are the Mother, Brethren, and Sifters of the heauenly 
King: to whom with the Father, and the holy Spirit, 
be all praiſe, maicliie, and dominion, 

now and euermore, 


eAmen., 


FINIS,. 


C2 


26 bl 
The Declaration of Henry Smith, ts the Lord Iniges how be 
forma, ard ow he left Rob, Dickons, 


When I came firſt to Mansfield with your Honours vre- 
cept, 1 found this Keb, Dickons in theice and Nike op1i4io 
which he preſuncd | ie would hold vnto death, 


E [uid that he had ſeene threea:frons by an 70!) » 
ſhewed hum ſtrange things , prom:ſed bum 1a * git 1,0 
ower to come. 

He ſaid that the eAngell called him Elias, where: pr 
affirmed that the Propheſie of Malachic rema: meth ro { Pi il 
led in him, 

Ile [ard that the Angel! teld him, that |. * [1,6Hld be a leaper 
two yeares, and a bondman e12ht yeares, 

He anonched that his father Sf vals be caſt oner into 1910- 

#rance,ana that allhe had ou 1 per: rſh, 

He anouched that there ſhe lc 'h neither battcil nor dearth 
im hs countrey for eight yeares which ts the tme of his ſermice, 

He pretended, that « fter twajeares, his time [honuld come to 
preach,and that then wo 941 [onld be ableto confound him, 

But before I left him (as the word of God doth alwaics ex- 
erciſe his natur, lipewer) h 'e prono nced before vs all, Now! 
FL Connerted by S eripture: wh crenpor he rrquestcd me 16 ſet 
downe his recantation,which bewitered in theſe words, 


[he Confeſſion ©" Robert Dich ons vpon the fir(} 
daies Examination. 


Did beleene my viſions to be true, before I heard the Scrip- 
tares proue the comrary and vow I eftecme them but as a de- 
lu/ron of Satan, Therefore I a+ ſire to be ſet tolearnins, for wry 
owne ſaluation,and for the cd; 7147 of mv brethren, Wrunclics 
Wil.Dabridgecourt Eſquire, | {enry Smith, Env, Irmamins, 
Wil. W halcy Hugh Peace his ma eftcr,and a : uwber moe, 
Revert Dickons, 


, py F - 4 & a6 _ , 
This(I trajt)ke ſpakg vr famed; : An! » fo muchas his de- 
fire to learne is comendable, and his Tif;; not common tomen of 


his 


f 
$4 
* 
T 
' 
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hu degree,as your wiſedomsc ſhail better ſee iffyon talke with hins 

alone. I leane this motion to your Honours good conſideration, 

which can beſt indge how to quech,or how to kindle ſuch ſparks, 
The loſt Sheepe is found, Henry Smith. 


Robert Dickous confeſſion vpon my ſecond Examination, 
wherein he declareth, that he had no yifions at all, bur 
that he coyned them, and to what end, 


The matter of the firſt Viſion, 
I Dd ſee vpen V alentines day was eight nearer,greene leaues, 
which was ſtrange in wmter, for which cauſe I brought them 
home,and the leaues of the ſame Oaks in ſummer became red; 
it chanced at the ſame time, to thunder and lighten: after this 
[ was viſited as pleaſed God for two yeares, 
The matter of the ſecond Vition. 
Oure yeares after [ dreamedmuch like to the matter of the 
firſt Uiſrn,and the ſamanight it chancedrs li7hten, (Yet of 
this [ take God to be my indge) 1 found a l:ife Printed in my 
chamber next morning , with thoſe fixe ſentences, ſaning onely 
the firſt line, which leafe, vnleſſe ut was loſt out of my fellowes 
bookes, 1 know nat haw it came. 
The matter ot che third Viſion, 
His trme tweluemonth,] ſaw li7ht in the [hop alone wherat 
[ was aſtoniſhed,and imagining with my ſelf what it ſhould 
meane ut Came mnto my head to tell my fellower which came mm 
and found me afraid,that I hid ſeene an Angell im a flame of 
fire,which called me Elias, bad me write all that I had ſerene 
& heard: herenpon I remembring my former ſights, & dreame, 
thought to make me ſtrange vato men , and ſo turned all that 
which Thad ſcene as if God had ſhewed me viſias, Here i all the 
matter > ſumme of my ſuppoſed viſions, To this ( onfeſsion 1 
tak, God for my Indge,as [ ſhall be ſaued in the latter day : but 
ro the ather I nener ſwore though I were nener ſo ofte exammed, 
Robert Dickons. 
Vpon this he yeelded vp all his Bookes into my hands, 
which I haue,and keepe; and now he hath nothing to thew 
for thatfalle title. Henry Smith. 
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M1t,24. 
lobx.1c, 
lhn.s. 
Luke.t, 


7ohn.7, 


47 


Ats., 6, 


BRAY y' 
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1. IOHN. 4.7. 
Prone the ſpirits, whether they are of God, ar 1s, 


EE Either too bold, nor too credul-us, 
RE Dy as /ohn {ent to Chrifl Art thor þ-8 
At + | Wl chat commeth,or look: We Fur. 
CHESSy BS! So (end I vnto lim 
himicltc Elas, Art 1 
was prophiclied, or 1: | 
Gie ? But will Elras ©. were a, 


[! for huazlelfe, as Chriii proued 415 aut 


# 
——— —C— 


thority to /ohx: Go your wayand bring word again io //g; 
what things ye haue ſeenc and heard,how thatthe 51 d1-e 
againe,the lame go,the leaporsare clear ied, the wcate 1 
the dead riſe, the pocre icccive my Goipcl. Tice roket 
Lord vied for an anſvwere. b:ocaule be wouid port miatnc 
ſhould indanger their {aluation , to belecuc cu! w.ma:; tut 
calleth himſclte Chrift,or Elras,or a Prophet,v:iiciic tc Lrivg 
the teſtimony of the holy Ghoſt in fulnes of pg\wer: thertore 
he requireth himfelf,if I donot the works tit no mandoth, 
belceue me nor, Therfore he ſaith againe, The works that 1 
do beare witnes of me,that the Father hath {cat me: there - 
fore it is written,All that heard him, were altonied at his va- 
derftanding & anſwers: therctore che ſeruants came backc: 
and could not bring hir), but roldthe Pharifies how thcir 
hearts were ftricken, No man ever ſpake as this man ſpea- 
keth. Titerctore it is written of Stephen, They could not re{ift 
his wiſedome,and the ſpirit by which he ſpake:thertore the 
diſciples 
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diſciples would not receive Paw before Barnabs: gue wit- 47 9, 

neſſe of him:therefore all the Prophets prophehed of Chrilts 47.3 14. 

comming,that when he came we thould know him, and re- 

ceiue our faluation : therefore Chrit} hath forctold vs all the 

tokens of his ſecond com ning,and all the fignes which (hal 

go before his day of wdgement : and as hc had left nothing 

out,he faith in'a ful concluſion,take heed, let no man deceiue wg w4. j3, 

you, | haue ſhewed you all things betore,But what hath El:as 23, 

done?or what hath Eras ſpoken?or who cannot diſpute with 

Eliaor who giueth witnes of Ehasor who hath propheſied 

of Elias? or who hath receiued Elias? or who haith {aid,ota 

truth this is a Prophet 2 O how neceſlary had it beene, that 194.7.45. 

Chrilt among all other tokens of his comming,ſhould clpe- 

cially haue noted ynto vs that El:as that great Prophet, thar 

crier,that tr per, that defiroyer,that Noah that Lot,that fol- 

dior of che ; ord, that Son of righteoulnes, that man whicl1 

no man (hal accule of i;7, if there had bene any luch tocome? 

ſure we woul! haue reſpected more that higne, the al the ret, 

Bur ſo it is that Chriſt hath (orewarned vs of many falſe Pro. #54%.13.6 

phe*s,bur of any one ſingular Prophet of God,hebath not in 

all his rokens once remembred. Alas E/ras, where waſt thou 

th2t the Lord did to forget thee ? hath the Lord revealed all 

tokens vnto vs,& yet ivilt thou be a token aboue naber? He 

that cometh in without his wedding garment,ſhal be thruit 2::th.22, 

out,& ſhame ſhall come vpon him whieh is without ſhame, 
Is it enough for our beleete, to lay, that an Angellcalled 

thee E/rxs ? Sathan is transformed into an Angell of light : 

Search the ſcriptures faith Chrill,thoſe be they which telbify 

of me, Will ic excuſe Adam,to ſay,the woman deceiued me? 

be not deceiued faith Chriſt: ifan Angell from heauen teach 441-8. 

you any other doAtrine then this,belecue him not:he whom 

God hath ſent,ſpeakeththe words of God, If ye continue in 1-bn.3. 

my word, then are you my very dilciples: he which hat the lobn.8, 

gift of propheſie,let him haue it according tothe faith. You 

lay, we are in true religion ifthou wert E/ras,thou wouideſt Rom.12, 

let vs ſocontinue.,Why are we in the true religion ? becauſe 

we truly beleeuethe Scriptures : but the Scriptures fo plain- 

C4 ly 


I1h1.5.39, 
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ly,ſo often, ſo vehemently point vnto vs, that Elias is come 
' already, that now we cannot beleeve him that calleth hn. 
ſelfe Elras,vnlefle we fallithe the word of God, You therfore 
which ſay we ſtand in the crue faith, and yet would inucigle 
vs from the faith which we do ho'd,to belecue contrary to 
his infallible word, have a ſecret meaning to call vs ro one 
hereſic after another, which he may calily doe, whoſoeucr 
can proue the ſonne ef man a lycr, and go vnder the name 
4.9.59, of Elias. Itis hard for thee to kick 2yaini! the pricke, Reade, 
ſce,and behold,how the Spirit contents againſt thee : I ſay 
Malth.17. ynto you,that Elias is come already,and they knewhim nor, 

but have done to him what{oeuer they liſted, 
All the Prophets and the 1.aw it ſ:Ife propheſicd vnto 
Matth.1t1, Tohn; and if ye will receiue it, this is Elias which was for to 
come : he that bath cares to heare,let him heare, E/lras, verily 
when he commeth, firftreftoreth all things, but 1 ſay vnto 
you, Elas is come,and they hauc done vnto him what tlicy 
Tuker.r, Would,as itis writien of him: John ſhalt go before him in 
the ſpirit and power of Elias, to turne the hearts ot the fa- 
thers to their children What ſay you to all theſe whic!) 
bare witneſle ag af! you ? Doe alli the Enangchifts ſpcoke 
in Parables? was not Elras come , becavic they knew him 
Jobn.y, Pot? Ifthe Scribes and Pharifies had taken Town tor Elite, 
lobz,s, then would you haue ſaid the cauſc is plaine : for all niet Þu- 
leeuc thai E/ras is come. But now the Scrib'ns know 1mm et; 
though Chrilt fay, hee is come, yet vou will not know hin: 
whart is this but to confefle the Scribes, and dirie Chrill? 
raw, 12, Youtherefore which ſpeake not the ord uf God, are not 
| ſent of God: you which contiaue nor in i415 ſaying, arcnct 
his diſciple: you whichpropheſts not according to the taich, 
haue not the right pitt of prophche, Tis is the ſentence of 
truth,voder which it Ehastali, all tne tall} Proptiers cannot 

- raiſe him vp againc. 

idhe.9.23. Now ſhew thy teſtimony Flias , thic v art of age, an- 
Atth.i,, Iwere for thy ſelfe, How many Elafes will you matte? or 
Matchg, of what Eltas did Chriſt foeake + thus ic ples vnee:iiocd 
him of /obn, for ynto Jiu tne Icyes had done what ibey 
would: 


Marhke.z. 
Ka1l.14.10 
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would : or what Eltar was to be fulfilled ? not hee that was 

propheſied ? or what E/as did the Scribes thinke ſhould fir(? 

come, kctorc the Sonne of tnan ſhould riſe from the dead? 

or to what prophehie did they leane, why they ſhould looke 

for Elias? did they not land vpon the prophefic ef Iſala- 

chy? Yeanoqueſlion,for they had no other to trult yrito: 

but Chriſt made anſwere to his Diſciples , that Elas which 

the Scribes looked far,was come already : therefore the E- 

lias of Malechy was come alcady: for they knew no other #ala.g.s, 

but of Malachy : and the Apofiles asked him in their mea- 

ping, to giue anſwer vnto the Scribes, It Chriſt ſay, Elras is Mat.17.10 

come already,doth he not meane that Elras which was pro- 

pheſied and expected , is come already, that the Scripture You haue 

might be ſound true? No truth can ſay that he meant any 0... 35 much 

ther : then if Ehas which was prophehied, be come alreadie, CI for 
4 41a5,a5tne 

how canſtthou be he which was prophelied ? The Apoſtles Jewes.thar 

{ajd,the Scribes lookefor E/iqs ; Chriti ſaid, Elas is come al- thought 

readie : is not this as mich as it he had ſaid, Let them looke Chrilt cal- 

for him no more, for he that is come ſhall not come againe* led for B- 

if we were now to look for anorhier:he that comes not in ac =p 29 

the dore, is not the right ſhepheard, and you are as worthy Eilemaſa- 

to be welcome,as he which comes before he be bidden: but bachthani, 

iſ you had done wiſely, you wou!d haue come before Chrift, ©/"'-75-35. 

erc he had broached theſe things to the people, then if you SO 

had mage this tale,and tramed your matters cunningly,per- 

haps ſome credulous perſon would haue ſaid : This may be ,, ,;q 

Flas.1t Chrilt had not come when Chrilt came, then Saint geuoron, 

Pairihe had bene Chrift, Can you not be content to thinke 

as the Apoſtles did ? Sure it is, they knew not that any E- 

lizs(houid rile m thoſe dates, but accounted the Prophefie 

of Maiachy (ultilled;when they heard Chriſt giue ſentence 

thereof, and they all in one ſpirit vnderfioed him of ſohn, ,, , SG 

Furthermore, all the Prophetsprophctied to /ohn, but after 141; 15 

lobn we rcade of pp Prophet, but the Miniflers of the Lord, 

Sothat if you wil interpret a Propherg1s they were inthe old 

law,by this ſentence,you cannot be a Prophet: bur if you fay, 

that place of .uthew is not ſoto ve vindet ftood, then you 

mult 
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mult needs conſtrue it thus: thatall che Prophets propheſied 

to Tobn,that is,that all, which any of the Prophets ſaid ro 
Eliasr,chey prophelied in meaning to ſohn,and ſo Malachi:s 
propheſicis fultilied in /o5», Thus Matthew confirueth him- 

ſelfe in the next verle,laying, This /ohu, to whom the Pco- 

phets propheſied,is the Elzas which wasto come. 

You grant that [oh had the ſpirit, the power and office 

of Elias,and that he did tulfill his duty : Rand there, for 11 

Luke!7. this point Lukes words do agree with the words of A- 
lachy. Now demand I of you, whether names be any thing 

with God,and whether the Spirit prophecied a Prophet, 
whether he propheſied thename,or the office & the power? 

tþns. Chriſt hath ſaid,they which do the works of Abrab4m , arc 
children of Abraham,and none but they, So when MH x/a- 

chie prophefied,that Elias ſhauld come, he mean: not that 

Ehas which was taken vp in a fiery charior , ſhould deicend 
againe, but that one ſhould come in the ſpirit and power ot 

Elias, as Luke interpreteth the Prophet, ſaying, He (hall go 

before him in the ſpiritaad power of Elias, The propuactic 

is fulfilled, when the thing propheſied is come to paſſe, an 

that is doae which was ſpoken, He is not a Prophet tr 

bearzs the nxm* of a P:5p12t buthe that hath the [p1rit 414 
p>wer,and doth the ofhize of a Prophet, Bur it your 11.nc 

"Te Els 'vby were you 19t to called trom your bure 1? if you 

' :z4t all, you are Els as wel at one time as at anorier, 

= zveth could not chuſe but call her fonne [obn, OM wy 
« | »-fore ſhe was delitered,ro call her fruite leſus, 

| :k5 £00012 but to your ielfe; Makes God 

catcret ? Tre holy Galt ligiteth vpon 

x cnefle of + Do12, that [on might fee and 

t:: Panl nas ſtricken dowwneto the ground in 

yohmab - * » 3, is CompaniGs: a voice came from heaucn that 
| card,and I:{us anſwered, This voyce came not 

ne, but for your lakes: but of this Angell I may 

1 jntendeth cuil, bateth lizht, But Job (aid,l am 

« (1id well, for Eltas was taken vp into heauen, 

4 144 3 v45ptophetttd to com? againe, but one in the 


ſpirit 


k 


.Propher, Thou child (faith his father) ſhalt be called a Pro 1:te.r, 
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ſpirit and power of Ehas,(as I have proucd before) and this 
was /ohn, but he would not call himſelfe Ehas, nor ſay hee 
came in the ſpirit and power of Elias,though God had yiuen 
him both his ſpirit and power, This was Johns modelly, to 
humble himlelfe, as Chriſt aduanced him : ſo he ſaid, I am 
not a Propher, and yet he was a Propher, and more then a 


phert of the highel, Solittle ſob reſpected the name of E- 

{145,0r of a Prophet.But are che Prophets of the o!d reſtamet 

or the Prophet of the new Teſtament to be fulfilled in our 

d:cs*T rhought the Prophets had determined about Chrif}, 

and that Chrift had prophefied of vs:thus S.Pasl caught the Heb.rr 

Hebrews b<fore Eras came:hold falt Elas,for if this be true, : 

thy kingdeme is but ſhort. Bur I come neerer vnto you ,doe 

you beleeue as S,lohn,as a Prophet, or as an Apoflle ? then 

you can ſhew me your faith by your workes, Theſe tokens Mark-16. 

ſaith Chriſt,ſhal! follow them thar beleeue : they ſhall catt 

out diuels in my name,they ſhall ſpeake with tongues, they 

ſhall drive away ſerpents : if they drinke poyſon it ſhall nor 

hurt them,and they ſhall heale the hicke, by laying on their 

hands, If you cannot doe all theſe,nor none of theſe, then I 

may belceue as well as E/ras:ſhall he that is full of the holy Labes-15, 

Ghoſtbe ynable to yeeld one token of faith? hold fall Elras, 

But whether you bea true Propher or a falle, yet you ſhall 

haue no power to caft out diuels, for the falſe Prophets ſhall 

come vnto me (faith Chriſt) and ſhall ſay, we haue caſtour #44.7.22. 

diuels in thy name, Bur if thou be but a petifogger,and haue 

no cunning, but ſet a face on things,then take heed how you t 
adiure theſe ſpirits,left they turne vpon you againe, and lay, | 
Ieſus Iknow,& Elias I know,but who art thou? Truly Ela 

makeacount of this,that whomſocuer thou ſerucft, the ſame 

ſhall pay to thee thy wages. Yet alitle nearer to you: you as): 

your brother,as I read in apeece of a letter vnuer your name 

if I be a falſe Prophet, whar falſe doCtrine have I taught? in- 

deed if you were the Prophet of God,the holy ghoſt ſhould . 
fpeake within you, and the ſpirit of truth ſhould leade you 7obn.r6, , 


into all truth, asir is written, And if you had the ſpiriy of £4.1. 
lohn 
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2, Toh, as Iohn had of Elias, then you ſhould be full of the ho. 
ly Ghoſt from your mothers womve, The Prophet of Gd 
cannot ſpeake but that God puts in his mouth;but you erre, 
and that againſt God,and againft his word,and yer you aske 
what falfe doftrine have I taught? Firſt you call your ſelf: 
Elias, to which now I ſay no more, but (et you the enſam- 
ple of Chrift, which you ſhould fallow, 1f I beare witnes of 
my ſelfe,my witnetle is not true, You preſuine further,that 
Chriſt deſcended into hell both in (ole and bodic : which 
15 ſo abſurd, that neuer cither Proteſtant,or Heretike auoy- 
ched : the Creed ſaithplainly, his bodie was buricd, and i: 
inthis Article we do not belecue truly, how lay you that we 
are inthe true religio, which are not yet cone to the know. 
ledge of our ſaluation ? You auouch thtly that the Patriarks 
bcfore Chrift remained in hell; where was no darknetle bur 
light; I tand not to refell abſurdities,I rather looke for your 
proofe,than you to expe my contutation : ſoinc haue 121d, 
in Abrahams boſome, ſome in Limbo patrum, {ome in hea- 
nen,and ſorne in hel, bur ſhew me Scripture,or one DoGt ar, 
or true profeſſor ſince the world degan, which eucr ſaid as 
Elias faith, Did the Angell cell you this? aske him when 
you talke wich him ayaine, where this delicace hell is, and 
to what purpole it ſerueth, ſince Chrilt fetched bis Patri- 
arkesforth ofit, You fay that Chrift knew all things ſauing 
the day of the reſurreFion : which will not Gand with his 
humanity, for ſo he knew not all things; nor with his deitte, 
for ſo he knew the day of refurrection,and all things elle, In 
this point you ouer-ſhoote your {clfe for want of learning 

to diltinguiſh of the two natures 1n Chriſt, whereby I per- 
ceiue there 15 nothing in you, but that which is of practiſe, 
aud you know ao more then you hauc learned at Schoole, 
You peruert the words of Aſathew 17. He ſaith Elas ſhall 
firſt come and reftore all things : you lay, Ehas ſhall come 
and deftroy all chings, and ſo vpon a falle foundation you 
groundabuſic argument to no purpoſe, Shall this be your 
proceedings to fallifiethe truth to proue alice? what doArine 


is tais that (hal deftcoy all things? A atichrilt is called the ſoa 
of 


4 
= 


of perdition, becauſe he deftroyeth other, and ſhall be dc- 
ftroyed himſelfe, My power faith Paw, is to edification,not 


ro defiruCtion : conſtrue thy words wiſely, for if the ſheepe G11 16, 


hcare his voyce, they will thinke that the Wolfe comes ra- 
ther than their true Shepheard, Did /ohn thy office, and did 
he rot defiroy? Had John thy power, and could he not de- 


firoy ? In this word all thy doQtrine is manifeft: if Aſatthew Liiket,17, 


{ay deſtroy, then Elras dotirire ſhall Rand for truth ; bur if 
Matthew ſay (Reſtore) then Elias ſhall be content to goe 
tor a falſe Prophet, becauſe thou haſt changed the truth into 
a lye, You prophelie that your Pather ſhall be caſt over into 
ignorance, andall that he hath ſhall periſh? Now Ehas ex. 
pounds how he meaneth ro defiroy, and firft he beginneth 
with his Father : O miſerable child for whom his Father is 
accurted: was John B apts#ts Father ca(t ouer into ignorance? 
was Afar accuried ? did their cattell periſh ? No, thou ſhalt 
haue ioy and gladneſle,faith Gabrie! to Zacharias : Eliza- 
beth was filled with the holy Ghoſt, faith Lake, Blefled art 
thou among women faith the Angel), Is ittruc Elas ? this 
will go hard on thy ſide. You would beare men in hand, that 
neuer plague,nor dearth, nor eart hquake, nor warres fhall 
rouch your country,lo long as you continue amonglt them, 
11:is is more they cuer was granted Chrift : what ſhall 'wee 
thinke? they promile liberty, faith Peter, & they themlelues 


are bond fernants, Ah Lord God, ( aith /eremy ) behold jou uu 


tne Prophets fay vnto them,ye ſhall not fee the (word, ney- 
ther ſhall famige come vpon you, but I will gue you aſſured 
peace in this place, Then the. [ord ſaid vnto him,they pro- 
pheſic lies in my name. 1 haue not ſent them, I ſpake not to 
them, but they propheſie vnto voua falſe vihon, adivina- 
tion, a vanity, a deccitfulneſle of their owne heart, and they 
themiclucs ſhall periſh by the plagues, trom which they ex- 
empt their country, without my commandemCt.You auouch 
that religion 1s molt fincerclv protefled,and through'y pur- 

ed from ceremonies in England : Now I would that E!r.cs 
werenota falſe Prophet, But keere I dcicry, that Elrar the 


Prophet knoweth not what 15 done beyond ſeas, No Ems, 
C3 ena. 


The Loft Sheepe is fonnd, 7245 


—w.c DI= *. 


- ——— —— 


© 


I” 


2.C or. i2. 
IT 


loba.14. 


2.Cor.12.6, 


Il'2 


M.:t.15 


a 


7 45 ' Theloft Sheepe is fond, 


Genena is not tolearne of England, I would all the wiſe- 
dome of Etras could maue England to learne of her lifter 
Genend, then ſhould we haue more Religion, and lefle cere. 
monics. 

You pretend that { a/#jz was a good man,and yer in your 
Article of Chriſts deſcent, you make him a plaine repro- 
bate, for he neuer belecued as Elzas doth, You termc your 
::4:ce approbations, viſions, and yet you doe lay thzy were 
tri; wherein you will beguile your lelte, becaulc you goc 
fu:ther than your kno viedge : you know not wint a vition 
M211: bucreade, and you ſhall tinde char viſion; are 
falſe, Tough Ela make a mingle mangle of cruthes, and 
ſexmings roz-ther, as though you could ,lream2 and be a- 
vo: eycherall matt be a viton, or part of a vitioa, all 
tr.1t,0r 10 truch, © You fy, your foule was taken from your 
bodte, indeede Saint Paw ductt not fayfo, left any man 
Mould thine of him aboue that which hee did ſee him to 
bee, aithat he heard of him « bur Ehas had ncede ſpeake 
for imtelte,tor no man will (peake for him, Buc Chrilt faith, 
tie word which I fpeake is not minc, but the Fathers which 
ſent mee, Mk? th: tcongreafons of our aew Prophet, 
hee proues not as weed ye,by Scriptumeſt, but doth ſpeake 
as on? that hath ſome authoritie, /pſe daxit : tor hoy 
would you hauc him proue elſe that he walked vpoa the 
clouds, a1d that the roofe opened to let forth a foule? 1 
fearc his tim? is 119% yet come co proue this by Scriptum eft, 
But what ſaith P.cu[? Say I theſe things of my ſelte ? faith 
not the [1iy the ſame alſo? This geere will nec hold , El:as, 
you did not looke well at the kaitting , how thele things 
would aoree, 

P 441 r<traineth to glory of himſclfe, becauſe men ſhould 
not account him aboue that which they ſaw in him : El1as 
boa't-thhinfeite of ſecret viſions, becauſe he would that 
m2 'h4!4 xccomit of him aboue thac which they ſee in him 
10 tY be.Chrifl iyould not be knowa before his time,Elias will 

v2 1.) 471 deforehe canprophelic, Be ye followers of 

1214:41/7,42nd looke on them that walke ſo, as ye hauevs 
fol 


—— ER on 
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for an example: therefore faſhion thy ſelfe to Paul, and we 
will looke on thee; for he that commendeth himſelte is not 
allowed, but he whom the Lord commendeth, Is this man 
likely to haue reuelarions, which cannot reucale any more 
ynto vs than we know?God did beare witneſle vnto the do- 
ArineBt the Apoliles, with ſ1gnes and wonders,diuers mira- ,,, , 
cles and gifts of the holy Ghoſt, Is E/as alſo among the A® 
poſiles ? Well, he is thelcaſt of the Apoſiles, wee will not 
looke for wonders, we will craue but truth, 

The Prophet which ſpeaketh a word Which E have not 
{poken,ſhall die : and it thou thinke 1n thy beart, how ſhall 
we know the word which the Lord hath not ſpoken? marke 
it the thing benot,nor ccme to paſſe, then the Lord hath 
not ipoken, but preſumption. 

Is it come to paſle that the word of Matthew, Reſtore, is 
turned to defiroy? Is it come to paſſe, that England is before 
Geneua in (incereprofeſſion? we ice (alas) it is not ſo: there 
fore vve know the Lord hath not ſpoken to this man, but 
he ſpeaketh of himſclte,thercfore thou ſhalt not be afraide 
of him,faith God, You were ſicke as nature inclined , and 
you tay that the Angell prophefied you you ſhould be a Le. 
per : you were bound preniize as others bee, and you ſay 
the Angell prophetied you ſhould bee a bond-man - your 
countrey hath done vvell, as many moe : and you lay the 
Angell propheficd it ſhould fare well for your ſake, This 
15 to prophehie of the vyearher, when the time is paſt, Who 
cannot haue enough luch Angels, if men vyould belecue 
them ? vet TTarnovvrought yvith more credit than this, he 
tauy ht birds to ſing, Flarno 5 a God, and when as they 
had jcarned theirleflon, hee let them flye inthe ayre, and 
vvhereſocuer they came, they cried Hannois a god. This 
had ſome miracle in it, but E/zas will face vs out with acard 
of tenne. 

This is but a young diuell, You affirme , that at the de- 

fire of the proud, Elias is beheaded : this is propheti- 
callindeed, it paſſeth my vnderfſtanding. The Spirite of 


truth ſpeaketh plainely to edific intruth , and giueth vn- 
der. 
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P/al.119. ——_—— tothe ſimple, but rhe ſpirit of Sathan leaueth 


2.PE 


James,y. 


P/al.8g. 


mens minds, to canſtrue his ſayings as they lift , that vader 
ambiguous words he might ſow erroneous opinions, & con- 
tention among mea, Theſe are the Wels without water, oc 
thoſe which be ſo deepe that men can draw no water our 
of them. This ſentence cannot be verified, ynlefle you make 
Tohn, Elias: and io we recciue your ſubmittimus : (ee how 
Satan ſhall be taken in his owne ſnares. Youdemaund con- 
fidently, if I be a falſe Prophet, what euill ever haue I done ? 
or,where'is the perſon that can accuſe me of finne ? Chrill 
might very well ſay fo, which had power and reigncd ouer 
finne: but E/:as is aman ſubic to infirauties, as we are, (0 
ſaith [ames: But was there any Prophet or Apoſtle whom 
man could not accuſe of finne? O Salomon, thou walt not 
the wiſe(t man, if a child be wiſer then thou. O D amid, thou 
waft not a man after Gods owne heart, ifthy heart were not 
25 pure, and thy life as holy as a ſimple Prentiſes. It no man 
rebuke thee of finne, thou haſt no taithtull friend, if no man 
could accuſe thee before, now I accuſe thee of ſinne, thou 
haft made' thy ſelfe wiſer than the wiſeſ},and thou hall ſaid, 
I am purer then he which is a man after Gods owne heart, 
Woe be vnto that holines which leadeth in hypocriſie vato 
damnation. Indecd I heare well of your conuerſation to- 
wards all men, and I am heartily ſory, that ſuch a good life 
ſhould impart credit vato a falſe doQrine: I lament,that the 
wiſdome of the flcſh ſhould be readier to godly works then 
the wiſedome of the ſpirit. It may pittic a good heart that 
a bodice ſo well mortified from finne, ſhould not haue a pi- 
rit fitted vntoit, But what doe you thinke of thoſe falſe 
Prophets? ſhall theynor make a ſhew of godlineſle ? ſhall 
they not ſet forth a kinde of good works,{(as the Papifis do 
to meritheauen? ) yea nodoubt, elſe Chriſt would neuer 


Mt.24.27. hauc ſaid, They ſhall be able ( if it were poſſible ) to ſeduce 
2C0741.14 the ele. Sathan himſelfe is transformed into an Angell of 


A. 16. 


cried after Paul and Barnabas, Theie men arc the ſeruants 


ght,therefore it is no great thing if his miniſters be tranſ- 
formed into the Miniſters of righteouſnefle, The damſell 


of 
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of the moſt high God, which ſhew vnto vs the way of falua- 

tion, and yetſhe had a foule ſpirit; [#das, kifled, and yer he 
betrayed ; Pate waſhed his hands, and yer he was guiley: 

Sathan alleadged Scripture, & yet he was buc a diuell: ſome ,,,,, 
preach Chriſt of enuie and (rite, and ſome of good wil, faith i 
Paxl, If the falſe Prophets riſe nor in theſe daies, when hall 

they come?If they confefle not many truthes,how ſhall their 

lies be credited? It they make not a ſhew of good workes, 

how ſhall chey be held for Pcophets ? Whatſocuer thou arr, 

Elias ; the falſe Prophets ſhall come daily, they ſhall come in 

ſheeps cloathing , and they ſhall call chemſclues great men: 

and they ſhal ſpeake firange words,& they ſhal worke won- 

derfull things, and they ſhailſeeme holy amongſt men, and 

ſhall deceive many, but the end (hall trie them, [das recci- 

ued thirtie peeces, but after he caft them downe: Thou 

maieſt win glory among Jome, but when deſperation (hall 

lee from whence his ents came,then they ſhallcrie, Wo 

ynto that Prophet, Woe vnto that Prophet, Caſt downe 

thoſe thirtie peeces, if thou be nor a child of perdition as [n+ 

das was, call dewnethy falſe name, caſt downe all which 

thou hopell to gaineby that curſed ſpirit : doeſt thou not 

know thatheis alyer?what doeft thou looke for at his hand? Ine 
build againe che things that thou haſt deſtroyed, then Saul ** 
ſhall becalled Paw/. It it be ſuch a glory to be a falſe Pro- 
pher,why doſt thou call thy ſelfe a true Pcophet,and detraRt 
tromthy praiſe ? ifrhou haue not thy reward hcere, where 
wiltthou call forit ? is the dragon become o familiar? is 
hell fire become ſo tolerable, that any man ſhould looke for 
eaſe with the diuell, and make his pattime to leade a number 
after him into hell ? Truly Elias, thou canſt not ſeduce the 
EleR, for their names are written in the booke of lite, and 
the Lord hatb promiſed, no man ſhall plucke them out of 
my hands. Alas, wilt thou looſe thy ſelfe, to looſe thole 
that are the children ofperdition already ? This is a firong 
deluſion : yeralittle neerer to thee , and if thou ean(t ſufter 
mee,euen to thy heart: thou art Elias,and thou mult preach, 


wilt thou teach a new doRrine ? accurſed be that man : wilt G4, x, 
D thou 
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thou teach the truth? thou ſayeſt we know that already: bue 
yet thou wilt labour with vs, and preach together. It is ſpo. 
ken like a friend, why then cant thou not joyne thy lelfe 
with the diſciples 2 Why doth not the ſpirit put into their 
hearts toreceiue thee ? If God had ſent thee to vs,no doubt 
he would haue ſent vs to thee, that as many as be elected, 
Aft.iz, might belccue; for fo did the Iewes when Peter came : and 
ſo did the Gentiles where Pas! preached : and as the Angell 
warned Peterto come , {o hee warned Cornelis to (end. 
Ames.3.7- Surely the Lord will do nothing,but he reucaleth his ſecrets 
Matih.16. to his ſeruants and Prophets. Amonyſithe people,fome (aid 
he is Elias,ſome John Baptift,lome a Prophet ; but the diſci- 
ples had him firaite before he told them, Thou art the ſon of 
the liuing God, For the ſpirits of the Prophets are ſubic&to 
the Prophets : ſo ſaith Pawl which had the {pirit of God: ny 
Jobs.t0, fheepe knowe my voyce ( faith Chriſt) buta firarger they 
will not follow, What Prophet is he that the ſpirit brooketh 
not,& the cle do not — wage It is I,ſaith Elzas, and none 

elſe: God grant that neuer falſe Prophet find more credite, 
But you pretend your time 15 not yet come, &c, Nay £- 
AMat.17.,1% Hzas,your time is paſt, you were filled with the holy Ghoſt 
Lute... from your mothers wombe, and doe ye not yet belccue, or 
is not your time yet come wherein men ſhall beleeue you ? 
Why then do you ſpeake for credite before your time ? or 
why doe you bidde vs beleeue you? I am wearie of theſe 
tales, and haue bene too Jong in reprouing that ſpitite, 
whichlI truſt no brother willbelecue, Marke therefore,ycu 
ſhall heare,in a word,all which I haue ſpoken : you which 
beare witneſle of your ſeIfe, which hauedone nothing w on- 
derfull, which ſpeake like other men, which cannot anſwere 
in diſputation, of whom no Diſciple beareth witneſle, of 
whom no Prophet hath prophefied , whom no Brother 
hath receiued, which arenot in the number of althe tokens; 
which come without your wedding garment, whichprophe- 
fie not according to the faith, which lead vsfrom our beliefe, 
which make the Son of man alier,which colirue the Implt- 
city of the Apoſtles, in parables, and figures, whieh conteſle 
the 


AT.10. 
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the Scribes, and denie Chrift, which preſume Chriſt did not 
reſpe the prophehie , which come before you be bidden, 
which come in at the wrong dore,which come to prophelic 
when the Prophets are gone, which thinke not as the Apo- 
files did, which yaderftand not Chriſt as his diſciples, which 
make the ſpirit Pony names, which were not called E/ias 
from cont din whole Angell ſpeakes to none but your 
ſelfe, which claime your calling from the prophelie of theold 
teflament fulfilled before Chrilt, which haue not the tokens 
which follow them that bekkeue , which come to deftroy, 
whoſe father is accurſed, which.priuiledge your countrey a- 
boue all the promiſes that were granted to -Chriti , which 
ceach falſe dotrine,which peruert the text ofthe Scripture, 
which propheſic of things when they are paſt, which ſpcake 
darkly to diuers ſenſes, which caſt your ſelte in your own ſay 
ings, which proclaime who call accuſe me of fin;which glory 
of your ſelfe aboue that which all men ſee in you, vyhich 
yvill be yviſcrthen the vviſeſt, and more righteous then he 
yyhich is a choſea man? after Gods own heart, whict-riſc in 
theſe ſuſpicious daies,which make a ſhew of holines, which 
confefl> truchs to infer lies, which cannot ioine your ſelfe ro 
the diſciples:What,are you a true Prophet or a falſe? if thelc 
be the marks of a true Propher,how ſhal we try the ſpirits of 
Satan?our religion taketh theſe for the marks ot a falſe Pro- 
het, E©/54s faiti,ye beiceue thetruth:thertorehe which takes 
Elias with all theſe marks for a true Prophet, by Elras owne 

ſentence,is in 3 vyroug beleefe:let vs therfore keepe the pr 

feſſion of our hope without yvauering,for he is faithfull th 
romiſed, Be not fuddenlymoued from your minde , ner 
troubled, neither by ſpirir,neither by yyord,neither by letter 
a5 it yyere from vs.It a dreamer or prophet riſe amonglt you, 
and giue you a ſigne or yyonder,and the ſame ſigne come to 
paſſe, and he notyvithſtanding ſay,let vs go another vvay:ye 
(hallnor hearks vato his words, for the Lord proueth you 
to knovy yyhether you loue him vvith all your heart, The 
Prophet,at vvh6 Heroboam firerched out his hand, was char- 
ged by word from heauen,neither to cate , nor drinke, nor 
D 2 rurne 
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turne againe the ſame wy he came ; but as he was gone, a 


1.K'ng1s, 


lobn.10. 


Pro.z3.15,) 


man of Bethel ouertooke him,and ſaid : Iam a Prophet alſo 
as thou art,and an Angell ſpake voto mee;,bring him againe 
to thy houſe, and ler him eate and drinke with thee, but he 
lied vnto him , yet he went with him, and did eate: but as 
they fate at the table,the Lord ſpake to the man of Bethel, 
becauſe thou haſt not done as the Lord cemmided thee, but 
turned againe and ecaten,thou ſhalt not come home to bee 
buried wth thy fathers. Andas he was gone, a Lion met 
him by the way, and flew him, God ſpake once to ÞB aalam, 
but B xalam betought God to ſpeake vato him againe, and 
ſo the fooliſh Prophet was rebuked of his Aﬀe, becauſe he 
tempted God toalter his commandement. How long looke 
we after deceitfull ſignes? how long haule we betweene 
two opinions?Ifthe Apoſiles ſpeak the truth, beleeue them, 
if Elas ſpeake the truth, heare him: a Prentiſe in Mansfield 
calleth himſelt El:as: but Thomas wil not belecue, how ſhall 
Thomas be made to belecuc? Put to thy hand Thomas, and 
feele my wound, So ſhew me thy teſtimony Elias, let me 
feele your heart, let me ſee _ works, let me heare your 
faith, your wiſedome, your knowledge , and what you cai 
foretell to come: If you will not come to this reckoning, 
then Ifay no more,but warne all men to beware, If I had 
not knowne the truth, I would have thought this man had 
ſpoken truth, 

God is my witneſle, I haue ſuffered the Spirit to ſpeake 
vnto thee, becaule I ſeeke thy conuerſion, but it thou wilt 
not returne, while mercy is ready, 1briny thee forrowfull ti- 
dings, when Satan ſhall not helpe thee,the racke muſt proue 
this doQtine : wilt thou heape God,and the diucil,and man 
ypon thee all at once ? O wretched creature, and miſcrable 
Prophet, who is able to ſuflaine ? My ſonne ( faith Sa/omen) 
if thy heart be wiſe, my heart ſhall reioyce,and I wil be glad 
ouer thee ; ſo I, which haue gone thus far,to bring thee vnto 
Chriſt, if thy portion be among(? the righteous, and thou 
haſt an houre yet wherein thou ſhalt be called, if thou canfi 


goe with mee, and it may pleaſe the divine prouidence to 
call 
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jr. 7 53 J 
eall thee at my by : I will ſing praiſes, will giue thanks, 
0 


Iwilfay vnto my ſoule in all her troubles,Reioice my ſoule, 
remember ſince thou praiedſit for Es, and the Lord heard 
thee out of his holy SanRuary, and thy conuerfion ſhal not 
be hid from [ſrael: pitty thy lelfe before the day of payment, 


and alwaies rernember the ſentence of Gawmalie/, which 4.5.31. 


never lighted falſe : If thou be not of God, thou 
ſhalt come tonought, and thy end ſhall 
be worſe then thy bh 
ginning, 


Ionn. 12.48. 


The word that I hane ſpoken , the ſame ſhall indge you in 
the la day, 
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Lueſtions gathered out of his owne Confeſcion, by Henry 


Smith: which are yet unanſwered. 


LY Hether you are ſure you ſhall liuz theſe three 
yeares, becaulc you lay , after three yearcs you 
muſt preach? 

Whether maya man expe vitons from God , becauſe 
you ſay, for thele three yeares you are to looks for moe vi- 

ſons? 

Whether ſhall you be able at any time to interprete the 
eruthes of rhe Scripture in all places without errour, becter 
then all the Doors? 

One of your ſentences ſaith, you ſhall live chalt in wed- 
locke : when muſt you take a wife? and why (hould you not 
rather continue ſingle ? 

Whether there hath beene neither peſtilence, nor dearth, 
nor warre,nor earthquake in your country theſe fiue yeares, 
nor ſhall be any time of your continuance there,becaule the 
Angell ſo promiſed? is this more then cuer was granted to 
ChriſP 

What Bible or tranſlation meane you when you ſay,this 
Bible is truly tranſlated ? 

Whether it be neceffary to ſaluation , to belecue all che 
articles of the Creede ? 

Whether any mangſince the Apoſtles, did fiand fo right in 
the whole doQtrine of the Scripture, that he did hold and 
belecue the true interpretation of all the words and layings 
through all the Prophets, and Apoltles in all the Bible? 

Whether predeſtination,eleion,8&c, are to be preached 
ynto lay men? What free-wil had Adam,and what tree-wil 
remaineth vnto vs? 

What Scriptures are canonical, & which are not canonical. 
Whether 
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Whether a man may marry his child with a Papiſt or 0« 
ther heretike , hoping to conuert him ? 

Whether Miniflers ſhould haue liuings or ſtipends? 

Whether, in ſome caſes, a Miniſter may not be non-refi. 
dent? 

Whether heretikes, living to themſclues , without cor- 
rupting others, are to be puniſhed with death? 

Whether Satan knoweth the inward thoughts , further 
then by the outward habit of the body, and whether he can 
reade and ſay, Verbumw care failnm eſt, 

Whether Chriſt was, or 1s, or {hall be kauwne, and prea- 
ched vnto all nations of the world? 

Where is hell ? and what ſhall be the manner of punifi» 
ment cizere to the reprobate ? 

What thinke you of the Antipodes, andthoſe monſtrous 
people which live in A//ia,and of monſters in generall? 

What thinke you of that ſaying of Chriſt, This day thalc 
thou be with me in Paradiſe ? what kind of place is this; and 
where : and to whatpurpolſe now it ſerueth, and whether it 
v-25 : m.ateriall Apple that Adam did cate? 

How cReeme you of Aftronomie, Phyſtognomie, Pal- 
miſtrie, caſting of a figure,of mulicke in the Church,&c. 

Woatth.ink you ef our common prayer booke,& Letany? 

What e{tceme you of Faries, Hobgoblins,&c. Whether 
thcirmoy be true, and how they have it? 

Vhether ſhould one,meaning to be a preacher,firft ſtudy 
the Arts, or ciſe fludy nothing but Diuinity , as you haue 
done, 

Whether the font, ſurpleſſe,coppes, tippets, belles, holy- 
daies, falling-daies, and ſuch like ceremonies , are better 
obſerued, or omitted ? 

Whether they which are called Proteſtants, or thoſe 
whom we call Puritans, be of the pureſt religion, and moſi 
reformed to the primitiue Church ? 

What is meant by the priſon in Peter, whether Chriſt deſ- 
cended in ſpirit, 

Whether our ioyes in heauen ſhall be, to all cquall, = 

a 
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the torments in hell, to everyone alike? and whether wee 
ſhall ſee, and know one another, 

Where was the ſoule of Lazar, while his body was in 
the graue? 

Whether Elizexs curſing the little children,did not fin? 

At whar age and ſtature ſhall all riſe in the reſurre&ion? 
and whether the wounds and ſcars ſhall remaine in our bo- 
dies glorified, - ] 

Whart thinkyee of theScribes in the third of arke, that 
ſaid Chrift had an vncleane ſpirit, and cafied out diuels by 
Belzebub,d1d they not hane againlt the holy Ghoſt? 

Whether images be in no reſpec tolerable, and whether 
a man,remembring Chriſt,by ſeeing the crofl-,doth finne, 

Which is the greateſt fnne that raigneth this day in Eng. 
land? 

How is the ſoule created in man, and when it commeth, 
and how,or in what part is it placed inthe body? 

In what eftate ſhall the Sunne, and Moone, the heauens, 
and elements be after the laſt day, when there ſhall be no 
creature ypon earth? 

What thinke you of playes, and repreſentin g diuinee 
matters, as in pageants ? 

Whether all things amongſt the faithfull Chriſtians ought 
to be common ? Att.4.,32. 
What do you thinke concerning the biſhopping ofchil- 
dren ? 

What Citie is deſcribed of /ohn in the ſeuenteenth of his 
Reuclation ? 

Wherher did the Apofttes know fufficiently their ſalua- 
tion,before Chriſt died and roſe againe? 


Anſwere to euery point, or yceld, 


J, 
Henry Smith off Huſbands Boreſwell, at the commndement 


efthe right Worſhipfull his Vucle, © Maſter Brian Cant, 
high Sherife of Leiceſter-ſlure, 


FINIS. 


